If you have two addresses, one
for summer and another for
winter , please send both
addresses to me with the dates
you are at each address.

The LRC newsletter st aff are
looking for interested people to
become Regional Editors.
Reponsibilites would include
compiling current event s and
result s, as well as articles of

We've had many returned news- interest from the region, and

letters and have nowhere to send
them. If we have no current
address, you might never get
your newsletter!

sending them to the Editors. If
you have editing skills, it would
be a plus, but not necessary

Email Robin Anderson
for more information.
grampianlabs@comcast.net

Email me with your
addresses at:
grampianlabs@comcast.net
thank you

The Labrador Retriever Club, Inc. PRSRTSTD
20 Fairway Drive U.S POSTAGE
Seekonk, MA 02771 PAID

Birmingham, AL
Permit No. 3246

Return Service Requested

we’re on the web:
www.thelabradorclub.com




Contact the LRC

General Questions & Information
info@thelabradorclub.com

Membership Chairman:

Cheri Conway

24670 Schaupp Road, Klamath Falls, Oregon 97603
(541)723-2467

membership@thelabradorclub.com or
FORLABS@JUNO.COM

Newsletter Editor:

Robin Anderson

20 Fairway Drive, Seekonk, MA 02771
508-761-7927
newsletter@thelabradorclub.com

Yearbook Editor:
Marianne Foote
6146 Mines Road , Livermore, CA 94550-9182

Faith Hyndman

3672 Concord Road , Doylestown, PA 18901
(215) 345-6447
yearbook@thelabradorclub.com

Working Certificate Coordinator:
Julie Kirk

PO BOx 1020

Benton City, WA, 99320
wc@thelabradorclub.com

Conformation Certificate Coordinator:

Faith Hyndman

3672 Concord Road , Doylestown, PA 18901
(215) 345-6447
concor@thelabradorclub.com

Rescue Coordinator:

Marcia Lucas

45 Glenview Ct.

Los Alamos, NM, 87544
rescue@thelabradorclub.com

Webmasters:
Marcia Lucas & James Wi lkinson
webmaster@thelabradorclub.com

Please do not send your question to multiple people.
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ADVERTISING INFORMATION

Ads do not need to be camera ready, but it is helpful if they are.
Please submit ad well in advance of publications deadlines,
especially if they are not camera ready. Please enclose a check
with your submission made to LRC, Inc.

Emailed ads are preferred, CD’s are accepted. No floppy disks.

Email ads to Robin at: grampianlabs@comcast.net.

Mail CD'’s to:
Robin Anderson, 20 Fairway Drive, Seekonk, MA 02771

HalfPage Ad: $40 per issue

Quarter Page: $25 per issue

Classified: $0.50 per word, 20 word minimum per issue.
Ads should be for Labrador related products.

In Memorium: FREE to LRC members in good standing.
Dog's registered name, call name, owner, DOB/DOD with
photo. Photos may be sent to Robin Anderson, 20 Fairway
Drive, Seekonk, MA 02771. Please include a stamped self
addressed envelope so photo can be returned. Emailed

photos should be high resolution TIFF or JPG formats.

BRAGS: FREE. Criteria for printing brags include: Person
with brag must be a member in good standing of The LRC,
Inc. New conformation Champions must have completed the
requirements for a Working Certificate in accordance with
the LRC, Inc. Constitution and Bylaws, ARTICLE VI, SEC-
TION 1. Standards for Use of the Title “CH”. All other LRC,
Inc. titles, certificates, AKC titles and certificates, and
NAHRA titles will be accepted for submission.

The American Kennel Club is once again enforcing the
parent club letter of consent as part of each area specialty
clubs’ application to hold its specialty. To receive your club’s
letter from LRC, Inc. please contact in writing the correct
Time Zone Chair giving the name of the club, location,
date(s), event(s) and all judges. Thank you, we apologize
for this inconvenience.

LRC, Inc. Time Zone Point s of Cont act:

Pacific
Nina Mann
5706 312th NW
Stanwood, WA 98292

Mountain
Debra Miller
4401 Yale Blvd NE
Alburquerque, NM 87107

Central
Barbara Holl
1291 Joliet St.
Dyer, IN 46311

Eastern
Dotte David
PO Box 1440,
Land O Lakes, FL 34639




Have You Read?
Great Dogs, Good Owners
Brian Killcommons
On Talking T erms With Dogs:
Calming Signals by Turid Rugaas
Clicker T raining for Obedience
by Morgan Spector
The Ultimate Labrador Retriever
by Heather Wiles-Fone
The Art of Raising a Puppy
The Monks of New Skete
Canine Reproduction: A
Breeder 's Guide ,
by Phyllis A. Holst

If you have two mailing
addresses, one for
summer and another for
winter , please send both
addresses to me with the
dates you are at each
address.

We’ve had many re-
turned newsletters and
have nowhere to send

them. If a fellow member
mentions not receiving
their
newsletter , please tell
them to cont act Robin at
grampianlabs@comcast.net

I The LRC Yearbook is printed once I
I a year by I
The Labrador Retriever Club, Inc.
If you want an additional copy
you may contact Marianne Foote,
Editor,
mfwinroc@earthlink.net
or
Faith Hyndman.
fhyndman@comcast.net
Members $10.00
Non-Members $15.00

-----------I

’________

ey Rghls

This space is reserved for your dogs
who have earned new titles and cer-
tificates. Brag with pride! Email your
brags to Robin at
grampianlabs@comcast.net

Criteria for printing brags include:
Person with brag must be a mem-
ber in good standing of The LRC, Inc.
New conformation Champions must
have completed the requirements for
a Working Certificate in accordance
with the LRC, Inc. Constitution and
Bylaws, ARTICLE VI, SECTION 1.
Standards for Use of the Title “CH”.
All other LRC, Inc. titles, certificates,
AKC titles and certificates, and
NAHRA titles will be accepted for
submission.

NEW CD
Goldust’ s Brazilian Bombshell,
CD, JH, WC
Breeder/Owner/Handler:
Darlene Harper
Ch/Int’l Ch. Goldust’s Code Name:
Loaded Gun, UD, JH, WCX
Int'l Ch. Goldust’s Notorious Flirt,
JH, WCI.
Miranda finished her CD March 20,
2005 in 3 straight shows.

NEW CHAMPION
Ch. Thornwood’ s Resolution
Breeders/Owners: Cheri and Kevin
Conway.
Ch. Mallorn’s Arcturus x
Thornwood’s Truffle In Paradise.
“Chance” finished with three

majors!

CLASSIFIEDS

Classified: $0.50 per word, 20 word
minimum__per issue.
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The Labrador Retriever Club, Inc. news-
letter welcomes unsolicited articles about
Labrador Retrievers for possible publi-
cation in the newsletter. Subjects may
include health care, service dog stories,
retriever training articles, unusual train-
ing incidents or special dog profiles. Ar-
ticles will be screened for accuracy and
appropriate content and will not be re-
turned unless accompanied with a self-
address stamped envelope. Photos may
be included and can accompany an ar-
ticle. Authors will be notified of publica-
tion date of any articles used. Email sub-
missions are preferable. CD’s or 100MB
zip disks are also accepted. No Floppy
Disks please.Email Robin Anderson for
more information:
grampianlabs@comcast.net

Contents & Graphics Copyright © The
LRC, Inc. and the LRC NEWS 2004-/
05.

No material from The LRC NEWS may
be republished in any form without writ-
ten permission.

The Labrador Retriever Club and The
LRC NEWS seek to provide insight into
various subjects regarding Labrador
Retrievers.

We approach a subject based upon the
powers and interests involved, leaving
the moral and other judgments to the
reader. The opinions of the various
contributors to this web site are their
own opinions and are not necessarily
the opinions of the Editors.

We reserve the right to accept and edit
submissions to this newsletter to main-
tain the integrity of The Labrador Re-
triever Club and the LRC NEWS.



2005 Conformation Events Chair:

2005 Event Coordinator:
Applications & Disaster Plans:

Event Treasurer:

Regional Club Coordinator:
Regional Club Representative:
Regional Club Representative:
Regional Club Representative:
Regional Club Representative:
2005 Obedience Chair:

Rally Chair:

2005 Agility Chair:

2005 Assist. Agility Chair :
Agility Secretary:

2005 Tracking Chair:

Tracking Secretary:

2005 Hunt Test Chair:

2005 Hunt Test Secretary:
Working Certificate Chair
Working Certificate Coordinator
Catalog Advertising ++:
Publicity ++

Trophies:

Ribbons:

Judges’ Education Coordinator:
On-site JSG Coordinator:
Ways & Means (Tshirts orders):

Judges’ Gifts :
Educational Seminar:

Judges’ Hospitality:

RV Parking Coordinator:
Vendor Coordinator;

Grounds Clean-up:
Conformation Certificate Chair:
Premium List:

Website Coordinators:

General Hospitality:

Banquet Chair:

Judges’ and Workers Lunches:
Ring Hospitality :

“Everyone Wins Raffle”/General Raffle:

Ring Decorations:

Chief Ring Steward:
Catalog & T shirt Sales:
Welcome/Hospitality Table:
Post Event Courtesies
Judges’ Transportation

Claire White-Peterson
Marianne Foote
Marianne Foote/Jeff Snyder

Mary Feazell

Robin Anderson
Claire White-Peterson
Marion Lyons

Robin Anderson

Jody Thomas

Jeanne Charest
Jeanne Charest
Celeste Estavez

Kim Romack

Noreen Bennett
Janet Huntley

Janet Huntley

Nancy Brandow

Sue Carpenter

Julie Kirk

Anna Clark

Dotte David

Dotte David :

Nina Mann

Jennifer Combs
Marianne Foote
Claire White/Peterson
Nancy Stewart/Barbara Holl

Nancy Stewart
Marion Lyons/ Wendy Ernst:

Michael & Lynn Woods

Jeff Snyder

Jeff Snyder

Jeff Snyder

Faith Hyndman

Nina Mann & James Wilkinson
Marcia Lucas & James Wilkinson

Nancy Wolston
Nancy Wolston
Nancy Wolston
Cathy Straub
Robin Anderson
Pat Dunn

Lois Engel
Jody Thomas
Jody Thomas
Deenie Galipeau
Gerri Owren

Your 2005 National S pecialty Event s Committee

stonecrestlabs@comcast.net
mfwinroc@earthlink.net
mfwinroc@earthlink.net;
riverlinlabs@verizon.net
wyndcallab@mindspring.com
grampianlabs@comcast.net
stonecrestlabs@comcast.net
chocorua@comcast.net
grampianlabs@comcast.net
chesrite@aol.com
nhwoodduck@verizon.net
nhwoodduck@verizon.net
celestevez@earthlink.net
luvlabs@nycap.rr.com
noreen@ pawprinttrials.com
moonstone_baby@yahoo.com
moonstone_baby@yahoo.com
cedrwood@infionline.net
rhumblineret@hotmail.com

graycrft@tidewater.net
longdown205@aol.com
longdown205@aol.com
harbortop@netzero.net
jenniferwcombs@yahoo.com
mfwinroc@earthlink.net
stonecrestlabs@comcast.net
nstewart64@hotmail.com;
rgbjholl@msn.com
nstewart64@hotmail.com
chocorua@comcast.net;
WENERNST@aol.com
michaelwoods@aol.com
riverlinlabs@verizon.net
riverlinlabs@verizon.net
riverlinlabs@verizon.net
fhyndman@comcast.net
harbortop@netzero.net
marcialucas@earthlink.net;
james@elementyl.com
Nlwolston@aol.com
Nlwolston@aol.com
Nlwolston@aol.com
cabinlabs@snet.net
grampianlabs@comcast.net
401-364-9690, no email
showdogs@charter.net
chesrite@aol.com
chesrite@aol.com
deenie@together.net
gow3383u@uri.edu

And the Members of the LRC National Specialty Events Committee
and the Officers and Directors of the LRC
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The Labrador Retriever Club
of the Pioneer V alley

The logo used by LRCPV is taken from a photo of a real dog hamed Ch.Sandylands Crystal.
Crystal was imported as a puppy from Sandylands Kennels in the early seventies by Marc
Hall, one of the founders of the Club. Marc showed and finished her himself.

Crystal had the distinction of winning Winners Bitch at Westminster in 1972 under revered
breeder-judge Joan Read of Chidley fame. | (Barbara Barfield) was one of Crystal’'s chief
admirers and also a friend of Marc’s, which explains why she ultimately came to me at the age
of six and spent the rest of her life with me. | never owned her but | leased her.

Marc had great difficulty in breeding her. She had only produced one litter for him, which is the
main reason he allowed her to leave. She was a cherished member of our family and lived to
be almost 14 years old. She was a great character, a joy to live with, and a loving companion.
One of her greatest accomplishments was that she would smile on command just like a
human. We called it her “Ipana smile.” | guess that gives my age away, doesn't it?

Among Crystal's four champion get was a yellow bitch who was the #1 Lab bitch in the US
in 1979 and who finished her championship by winning a Group First from the classes.
One of her other accomplishments was that of the four, she produced a Specialty winner,
another the dam of a dog who became the #1 Lab in the US in 1985. In addition, another
dog was a U.D. and also a Best of Breed winner. And there was also a bitch who was a
U.D. and | believe one of the first Labs to win a T.D.X. Crystal was greatly loved and is still
missed to this day.

The photo is the one from which the logo is taken. It shows her with her owner, the late
Marc Hall, of Montifore Kennels, who was a dedicated fancier of the breed. | would be
remiss if | did not also mention his remarkable mother, Eva Hall, who was responsible for
much of his success.

Crystal was sired by Cliveruth Harvester ex Cliveruth Sandylands Witch. She was a half-sister to the famous Sandylands Charlie
Boy.

Barbara Barfield, Scrimshaw Labradors, member LRCPV

The Labrador Retriever Club of Greater Boston

was originally known as the Labrador Retriever Club of New En-
gland. In the mid 1970’s it was recommended by the AKC to split
into 2 Clubs forming The Labrador Retriever Club of Central Con-
necticut and the Charles River Valley Labrador Retriever Club.
Many of the founding members are still very active in the Club
today. In 1979 CRVLRC became The Labrador Retriever Club of
Greater Boston. Also in 1979 LRCGB held it's first Puppy Match
judged by Janet Churchill.

In 1979/80, LRCGB held its first Working Certificate, Judged by
Helen Warwick. In the early 80’s at the urging of both Helen
Warwick and Nick Michelson, LRCGB became an AKC licensed
Club.

In 1989, LRCGB held the first Sanctioned Hunting Test in New England. Hunting Tests were a new event offered by the AKC. In 1990,
with the generous help of a club member, LRCGB held it's First Independent Specialty.

In 2005, LRCGB will be celebrating it's 15" Independent Specialty, we will have 2 AKC licensed Hunting tests, a Working Certificate
and Fun Matches. LRCGB continues to offer its membership educational activities, training opportunities and friendships with other
Lab owners. Currently there are 150 members in LRCGB many breeders, veterinaries, vet techs, exhibitors, judges and pet owners.
Many also belong to LRC, Inc and other breed, obedience, Hunting and Agility Clubs.

Would you like your Regional Lab Specialty Club showcased?
Please send a history or description of your club to Robin and it will be featured here. grampianlabs@comcast.net
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Meet the Locals

In October the members of the following clubs will be staffing the committees that will help to make the National Specialty 2005 a fun
time for all in the Ocean State. They thought you'd like to ‘Meet the Locals’ by offering you small snippets of their clubs, their
members, and activities (see page 35 for a listing of committee heads).

The Pawcatuck Rlver Labrador Retriever Club just received AKC approval to be a fully licensed club, and now may host their own
championship point events. Their first Indendent Specialty is schedueld for September and will be in Connecticut at the North
Stonington Fairgrounds! Be sure to watch for the Premium in the mail.

The Labrador Retriever Club of the Pioneer Valley has a long history of offreing a wonderful Specialty in Westfield MA. Read on to
find out where the logo originated that you see on all their premiums.

The Labrador Retriever Club of Greater Boston also offers some wonderful Specialties. One of the more fun events is their Black Tie
event at the Worcester Centrum....even the dogs dress up for the festivities.

We hope you enjoy Meeting the Locals!

The Pawcatuck River Labrador Retriever Cub

History:

The Pawcatuck River Labrador Retriever Club was formed on October 29, 1997.
The idea of starting a club had been on many of our members’ minds for some
time. We realized that we had several experienced and knowledgeable breeders
of Labrador Retrievers in our immediate area of southeastern Connecticut and
western Rhode Island. Many of us wished to work within a group to field train our
young Labradors as well as to get involved in putting on AKC conformation/
obedience events. Because there was no Labrador club within an easy traveling
distance for the group, we thought it would be beneficial to start a local club. An
information form was sent to area Labrador breeders and enthusiasts, inquiring
whether there was interest in such a club and whether they would join. We re-
ceived an overwhelmingly positive response. We now have members in three
states: Connecticut, Rhode Island, and Massachusetts.

At our second meeting, we organized a committee to write up a constitution and by-laws. We fashioned ours after the sample
provided by the AKC on its Web page, and have followed these since they were voted on in 1998.

Experience:

Many of our members are longtime members of a local all-breed club, St.Hubert Kennel Club. As members of St. Hubert, two of our
PRLRC members have been point show chairmen for that club and another has been trophy chair for many years. At least six of our
members have held officers’ positions, including president (2), vice-president, recording secretary (2), corresponding secretary (2)
and numerous board positions.

Several PRLRC members are also members of the breed parent club, the Labrador Retriever Club. We were amazed at the amount
of experience that our new club members had, and we were pleased that they could contribute this experience to the Pawcatuck
River Labrador Retriever Club. Our membership includes two AKC-licensed judges, one Canadian Kennel Club judge, a veterinarian,
two members of the PHA, and 10 breeder/exhibitors with 20 years or more of experience in the breed.

Show Activities:

The club has successfully put on 4 Fun Matches and Show & Go events. With the permission of the LRC, the Pawcatuck River
Labrador River Club hosted the Labrador breed and sweepstakes entry at the St. Hubert Kennel Club all breed and obedience point
show for the two years.

Other Activities:

Each year, the club has participated in an informational exhibit on purebred dogs, educating the public on the breed, the proper care
of dogs, health clearances, and how to find an AKC breeder. The club has also held demonstrations explaining the breed standard
and demonstrating basic retrieving. The events were held at the local agricultural fairgrounds and at an area science fair. We have
scheduled a seminar for the local 4 H clubs on the care and training of dogs for this year. We have held hunting Working Certificate
classes for beginning hunting retriever training, and our members are involved in breed rescue. We have had workshops for new-
comers to the breed on the Labrador standard and on beginning obedience training.
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Potomac S pecialty Result s

Winners Dog Paradocs T abatha’ s Caillou . SR076144/02. 3/08/2003. Breeder:
Karen & John Helmers, Carol Heidl. By Ch Tabatha’s Sport - Tabatha’'s Paradocs Kali. Owner:
Karen Helmers & John Helmers & Carol Heidl.

Reserve Winners Dog Hyspiresurshot Juz Bcuz Im Hot. SR180906/04. 5/28/2004. Breeder:
D Leveque, V Russell, Lisa Da Ross & J Heim. By Ch Hyspire Mo Hotta Mo Betta - Ch JanRod’s
Tammy Why Not. Owner: Janis | Grannemann & Tori Jackson.

Winners Bitch Rocheby Replica. SR203254/
01. 10/04/2002. Breeder: Marion Hopkinson. By Lindall
Galileo For Rocheby - Rocheby Peppermint. Owner:
Lisa Weiss.

Reserve W inners Bitch Tabatha’s Confetti.
SN849531/02. 5/09/2001. Breeder: Carol Heidl. By Ch
Muskelunge’s Top Gun - Ch Tabatha’s Giggle. Owner:
Alana Becker & Carol Heidl.

photo reprinted with permission from Michael Silva,
Shadowbrook
http://www.shadowbrooklabs.com

Best of Breed Ch Lobuff 's Puffin At Hollyridge.
SN914198/08. 3/17/2002. Breeder: Lisa Weiss & Julie
Quigley Smith. By Ch Boradors By George - Ch
Lobuff’s Turtle Dove. Bitch. Owner: Julie Quigley-
Smith & Lisa Weiss. (Norman Grenier, Agent).

Best of Winners ~ Paradocs T abatha’s Caillou.
SR076144/02. 3/08/2003. Breeder: Karen & photo reprinted with permission from Michael Silva,
John Helmers, Carol Heidl. By Ch Tabatha’s Sport - hitp s ShedonoroKiabs.corm

Tabatha's Paradocs Kali. Owner: Karen Helmers & John Helmers & Carol Heidl.

Best of Opposite Sex

Ch Crossfield’ s Yukon. SR079795/02. 3/25/
2003. Breeder: Annette M Watkins. By Ch
Boradors By George - Allegheny’s Olive. Dog.
Owner: Annette M Watkins.

photo reprinted with permission from Michael Silva,
Shadowbrook
http://www.shadowbrooklabs.com
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Photos from the Potomac

Puffin (BOB) GRANDRIVER DRIFT T'COPPERSTONE-MACY OWNED BY LISA
with permission from the web site of Beverly Sidor Lubbert BROWN, BRED BY CONNIE BOWEN (USA)
www.tormetil.net/Potomac. html photo courtesy Lisa Brown, Copperstone Reg'd
Sally Bell

with permission from the web site of Beverly Sidor Lubbert
www.tormetil.net/Potomac.html

puppy bitches
with permission from the web site of Beverly Sidor Lubbert

www.tormetil.net/Potomac.html

29 Potomac results next page



Beth Volle, Riverdance Labradors, Member
PRLRC offers up her thoughts as she prepared for
the trip to The ‘Potomac’

‘Tales from the T ravelmeister ’

A week from today we will strap ourselves, our dogs, half the
contents of our closets, garages, and refrigerators into our vari-
ous padded metal shipping containers and gleefully propel our-
selves along the highways and byways, along the eastern sea-
board and then inland to the ultimate destination of our pilgrim-
age: THE POT-O-MAC. We are like salmon swimming upstream,
the swallows of Capistrano, lemmings to the sea, E.T. going
home! We go because we are drawn to the Big House and the
tent on the hill and all the satellite dwellings around it.

We have stared at the screen of the Forum in horrified fascina-
tion at the overwhelming numbers of entries in the class(es) we
have entered. We will pray to the various gods in our pantheon
(Hair-a the goddess of follicles, double coats, and wrapped tails,
Norainium the cruel and sadistic god of good weather, Cutz-o-
kay the tri-colored half-dog half-bitch spirit whose name will be
invoked by those of us in classes with entries over 40). We will
make a list of the dogs we want to see and also look for any
relation to said dogs within two spaces left or right, north or
south on their pedigrees.

There is the anticipation of arrival as we reach the final leg and
relative calm of Route 70 West and the purposefulness of set-
ting up ex-pens with sun shades (works for rain too), water pails,
and poop scoops. Empty plastic poop bags clipped to our ex-
pens flutter in the wind and are the banners that mark our en-
campments. The relaxed air of the early arrivals already en-
sconced in lawn chairs with beverages in their hands will con-
trast with the frazzle of those who will come later having man-
aged to hit traffic on the Tappan Zee, were delayed an hour
because of the accident on the Delaware Bridge (nobody in-
jured) and traffic outside of Baltimore.

Those of us looking for potential stud dogs will try not to be rude
to those who would interrupt our concentration while watching
the Open classes, in fact ANY class where the mere possibility
of a stud dog may lurk. Notes on young dogs will be made to
reference for the future. After the day’s classes, there will be
indecision as to which restaurant to go to, but then we will re-
member there are three nights and enough time to try new ones
or return to old favorites. Some will arrive late for dinner; with Al
kits left soaking in their hotel rooms.

A lucky few will be at the show just to watch and while we envy
them their oasis of calm in the midst of the melee, it won’t stop
us from asking them to hold a dog or two while we run to our
next class. Odds are the weather will surprise us in spite of our
burned offerings to those fickle gods. Too wet/cold/hot/dry/windy/
humid. Whatever it is, we will have forgotten to pack the right
clothes for it and will dash across the parking lot to see what
Hecht's might have on sale.

We will stake out our territory for Best of Breed (in the ring for
the lucky, ringside for the revelers) and sit back to await the final
decision. Sally Bell will provide the moment of drama (what will
she be wearing?) as she walks back to the ring from marking
her book at the judges’ table and hands over the coveted ribbon
and trophy to this year’s winner. We'll experience the slight mood
shift as some hurry to hit the road in vehicles already packed
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(Norman will be steaming his way to Providence!), and some run
to catch vendors that are still holding things for us. Those with
another night in front of us remain in our chairs for the remaining
non-regular classes while debating this last night's dinner plans
and marking our catalogs with the sweepstakes classes that we
missed in spite of our best intentions. Raffle prayers are answered
and/or dashed. The members of the Potomac club rally one more
burst of energy and the clean up begins.

The hard cold reality of the long ride home sets in on Saturday
morning as we empty ice out of coolers, discard almost-empty
food containers (why haul one more thing home?) and break camp,
wondering how we are going to stuff all that crap back in the van.
No West Coasters to be seen, they are all flying out the next day,
have fed and exed their dogs and gone back to bed or out to
breakfast. We will settle into our vehicles with our seatbelts re-
buckled having put gas (liquid gold!) in the tank, resolving not to
worry about that outrageous expense until next month when the
credit card bill comes.

Some of us will have human passengers to read the results aloud
from the marked catalog, with the listener asking the eternal ques-
tion, “Who's the sire of that dog?” Others will have canine com-
panions, rosettes clipped on their crates, already snoring in the
back as we fumble to pop in the next tape of the audio book we
started listening to on the way down. While we know it's impos-
sible, traveling north seems a struggle to defy gravity; it must be
uphill all the way. As the scenery becomes more familiar and the
daffodil and tulips seem to be drawn back into the ground, mem-
bers of our caravan will peel off at their exits with flashes of head-
lights and beeps of the horn. We pull into our individual drive-
ways and the dogs, who have had a lovely snooze interrupted
only by the quick pit stop, are now refreshed and ready to leap
from the van, to finally stretch their legs and whoop it up out in
the yard. We are not so refreshed and will sit in the van a few
more moments trying to summon the energy to take the keys out
of the ignition, wondering if the husband/kennel boy will ever come
out of the house and help with the unloading of all the stuff so
carefully packed with such anticipation only 6 days ago.

And what will be waiting for me when | get home? The patient,
tolerant husband/kennel boy who the dogs seem to miss more
than life itself. The 15-year old son with a few precious details of
the two baseball games | (reluctantly) missed. The envelope from
MB-F with my entries and judging schedules for the Big E (Spring-
field) shows the next weekend! I'll re-pack the van on Thursday.

reprinted with permission from Beth Volle, 5/1/05
this travelogue first appeared on the www.wiscoy.com forum

Blackthorn’s Here For
The Party: 1st puppy
dogs 6-9 mo yellow
photo courtesy

Lisa Brown,
Copperstone Reg'd



THE WATERFRONT | URBAN DIARY  Home is where the dogs are

He knows where to find puppy love
By Joe Berkeley | February 27, 2005

My wife has it figured out. When she leaves town on busi-
ness trips, she brings the dogs with her.

Rebecca de Winter, the black Labrador retriever, her daugh-
ter Sabrina Fairchild the yellow Lab, and Katie Scarlett
O’Hara, the hellion of a border collie, all offer her uncondi-
tional love. Her clients are happy to see the dogs, she has
found a hotel in Greenwich, Conn., that welcomes them,
and my wife is happy to have their company. For her, and
plenty of other Bostonians, home isn't an address, isn't a
place where you sleep or cook dinner — no, home is where
the dogs are.

That leaves her husband alone, roaming the streets of Bos-
ton, looking for affection, for love, for a little something on
the side.

Itisn't easy. No one wants anything to do with semi-aban-
doned husbands. They lack manners. They don't quite know
how to make a friend, as their social skills were abandoned
long ago. Most of all, they’re someone else’s problem.

But when hope is all but lost, the semi-abandoned hus-
band discovers love, great quantities of it. Down at the Chris-
topher Columbus Park by the Marriott Hotel on the water-
front, there is a dedicated group of dog lovers who bring
their companion animals to frolic with one another at the
end of each day.

There, a lonely, unwanted, castaway husband can wander
over from the North End and stand in the midst of a giant
scrum of love. And if you drop to one knee, someone will
stop by to say hello and give you a whiff of the dog breath
you miss so sorely and, if you're lucky, a lick on the face.

Brooklyn the boxer is one of the first to stop by. He's a nice
dog, happy, tail wagging, content to stop chasing Lucy the
boxer for a moment to greet you. He likes a good scratch

on the back. If you ask him, "Who'’s a happy dog?” he’'ll
reply with a wag. Sadly, a friendship with Brooklyn is not
going to be a long-term relationship: His companion says
Brooklyn is a Yankees fan.

Oh well, making new friends is never easy, especially if
you're out of practice, so you can’t give up. Here comes
Preston the Labrador retriever. He's wagging his tail and
smiling the grin of a Lab who knows there’s some fun to be
had. He’s moving a little gingerly. You notice his stomach
has been shaved; apparently he just endured a medical
procedure. Turns out Preston ate his Boston Red Sox leash.
Had to have it surgically removed.

A semi-abandoned husband can identify with poor Preston.
Both are always hungry and will eat practically anything.

Loki the cocker spaniel blazes by in a flash. He’s all about
the ball. When he was conceived, his DNA was arranged
such that the only thing running through his head is a con-
tinuous loop that says, “throw the ball, chase the ball, re-
trieve the ball, repeat.” He wants no part of a stranger.

Given a choice between dogs and people, dogs much pre-
fer the company of dogs. The same is true of the dogs’
human companions. When they spot a semi-abandoned
husband looking to sponge a little love out of their com-
panions, they get suspicious. They don’t want to hear your
tale of woe, that you have three nice dogs at home. Well,
they’re usually at home, but right now, they’re out of town.

Joe Berkeley, who wishes his wife weren't quite so suc-
cessful at finding hotels that will take their dogs, can be
reached at josephwilliamberkeleyjr@yahoo.com.

© Copyright 2005 Globe Newspaper Company. reprinted
with permission from the author

Local Rhode Island W eather & Climate

Rhode Island enjoys a temperate climate, allowing for full mani-
festation of the four seasons. The warmest months of the year
are April through October. Near the end of May, 70 degree tem-
peratures become common, reaching into the 80s and occasion-
ally the 90s during June, July and August - perfect for beach go-
ing. Temperatures begin to fall off again in mid-September at the
onset of the colorful fall foliage season, which lasts through early
November.

Rhode Island has no measurable “rainy” or “dry” season; precipi-
tation falls fairly evenly throughout the year. The first measurable
snowfall of winter usually comes toward the end of November.
Beginning in December and lasting through mid-March, freezing
temperatures are common daily. The month of greatest snowfall
is February, with January and March close behind. It is unusual,
however, for the ground to remain covered with snow for a long
period of time
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Helpful Telephone Numbers

Rhode Island Tourism Division

(401) 222-2601 or (800) 556-2484

Rhode Island Welcome Center (401) 539-3031
Newport Gateway Information Center (401) 849-8048
Newport Council for International Visitors
(401) 846-0222 or (401) 846-5314

Amtrak Information (800) 872-7245

Block Island Ferry, New London, CT

(203) 442-7891 or (203) 442-9553

Block Island Ferry, Galilee, RI (401) 783-4613
Island Hi-Speed Ferry, Narragansett, Rl

(877) 733-9425



‘When Jack Minds the S tore’
by Patty Block

As some of you may know, | have had a
booth with Labrador goods that goes to a number of Specialties on
this side of the Rockies and sometimes other areas. | don't get
to do much in the way of socializing during every show, but just
about everybody wanders by sooner or later. | even get to show
a dog when Jack minds the store. So with that as introduction,
permit me to expound on two particular Spring Specialty
events that occurred this February.

First, the LRC of the PIEDMONT FIFTEENTH ANNUAL SPE-
CIALTY was held February 12-13 at their wonderful venue in
Charlotte, NC. This is the New Year’s introduction to Specialties
in this neck of the woods — one of the best run and most fun of
all. The Piedmont Club can brag about a fabulous building, which
is easy to get in and out of and provides everything within easy
reach. They are so well organized that the Club rates in the cream
of the crop when it comes to putting on a top-notch event. Their
southern hospitality can’t be beat and neither can the food that
appears at the barbecue lunch wagon each day.

Recording results is never my forte’ since I'm usually packing up
goods instead of writing down numbers in a catalog at the end of
a show. So just let me say that the judges this year had a won-
derful count: 404 dogs and 574 entries. Barbara Nowak and
Michael Silva came from California to judge the Bitch and Dog
classes, respectively. Ron Kelly and his wife Jennifer, also
from CA, did Sweeps, so it was an all-West Coast set of opinions
for this event.

At “The Piedmont” Obedience on Saturday and Sunday are al-
ways highly anticipated, and this year was no exception. William
Huffman and his wife Marie, from Mt. Airy, MD, did the honors on
Saturday and Sunday, respectively. Margaretta Patton returned
to her annual Saturday spot to judge Team Obedience. This event
is usually the one everybody stops to watch b/c not only are the
costumes inventive and creative, but the dogs always seem to
come up with some sort of hilarious way to prove that all that
work was really to no avail. This year was no exception, and
the weird sculptured hats that the winning team wore were truly
spectacular. The Piedmont Club is known for its emphasis on not
just one facet of the Labrador experience, and their Obedience
entry goes to prove that: 47 on Saturday and 44 on Sunday!

Although in past years the weather has had a definite effect on
how much red Carolina mud comes tracking in on pristine show
dogs, this year the weather cooperated and each day was per-
fect. As an aside, I'll never forget the very first Piedmont Spe-
cialty where Sweepstakes was held outside — the proverbial step-
child. Didn't it rain and wasn't it as cold as ice, and didn’t they
change it to an inside spot from then on because those of us
foolish enough to think we wanted to enter a dog in Sweepstakes
hollared loud and long? Ever since then, things have gone
smoothly INDOORS, thank heavens!

Congrats to CH Lobuff’s Puffin at Hollyridge for her well-deserved
Best of Breed. And to Tabatha's Pristine for WB/BOW, and
Wiscoy’s Robin for WD. Apologies to the Obedience winners
since | didn't get my catalog marked due to packing up chores.
And, of course, most of all congratulations to the Piedmont Club
for setting the mark in how to put together a wonderful event!
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The SECOND ANNUAL set of Back-to-Back SPECIAL TIES of
the GREATER ATLANTA LABRADOR RETRIEVER CLUB took
place on the weekend of February 26 and 27. Now you want to
talk weather? WE HAD IT ~ actually Saturday was very enjoy-
able, but on Sunday...well just read about the January Charles-
ton shows and you'll have an idea. We didn’t have any ice drip-
ping off the tent top, but part of Sunday afternoon surely felt like ice
might be the next thing on the agenda.

This event is held out doors in a multi-level park that hosts nu-
merous animal events. Horses were there this year and while
things were being set up, it was fun to cast an eye across the
field and see all those folks cantering, posting and grooming. (One
thing that was quite obvious is that it's a LOT easier to cart dog
paraphernalia around than it is to hoist horse equipment from
place to place.... something tells me also that it's a mite less
expensive as welll) Wills Park Equestrian Center in
Alpharetta allots the GALRC a large and excellent area that is
easy to get to and has plenty of close-by parking for set-ups.

Judges this year were a sort of United Nations in representation.
For Regular classes on alternate days, Margaret Litherland of
Oakhouse Labradors in North Wales, and Virginia Lyne from Brit-
ish Columbia in Canada, did the honors. For Sweepstakes, the
Club kept closer to home and asked Lori Bentine and Christine
Kofron, both from Ohio, to tell us what they thought. Total en-
tries were 307 for 212 dogs.

If there is one thing to take away from this year’s events, it is that
CHOCOLATE HAS COME OF AGE! In other words, the lovely
chocolate lady, CH Epoch’s Brown Baggin’, wasn't just a 2004
brown flash in the pan — she evidently was a sign of things to
come. Yep, apparently if you wanted to be at the top at this
year’s shows, you'd do well if you were the color of fudge! Best
of Breed on both days was CH Grandquest Family Ties and he is
as glorious a chocolate as you can find! On Saturday with Mrs.
Litherland judging, to confirm that color as the favorite of the day,
both Winner’s Dog/BOW (Lubberline Pumpernickle) and Winner’s
Bitch (Snowden Hill Camelot KitKat) came in brown. (Just as an
aside, guess what color Saturday’s Reserve Winner’'s Dog
was???? FOX RED — Keepsake’s Red Badge of Courage. This
was a day to acknowledge that Labradors don’t just come in black
and cream/yellow!)

On Sunday, under Mrs. Lyne’s sharp eye, a few other colors
emerged as winners — Best of Opposite was the beautiful CH
Lobuff's Puffin at Hollyridge (yellow), Winner’s Dog was the French
visitor Ole’ (black) who has done so well in other countries, too.
And Winner’s Bitch was Mar-Moye Surprise from Blackthorn (yel-
low). (There were no obedience entries in these shows.)

The GALRC was pleased that so many folks from all around the
USA made it a point to enter that weekend. Entrants in the cata-
log showed addresses from just about everywhere, from Califor-
nia to Michigan to Arkansas to Maryland. That goes to prove
Atlanta is pretty central when it comes to attracting travelers who
want to have a good time showing Labradors. Kudos to the
GALRC for continuing to put on a great two-day show weekend!

That's all, Folks.... at least for this time! PB

Patty Block and all the Sumo Labradors
www.sumolabradors.com



Sponsor a class and advertise your kennel or your business in the LRC Na-
tional Specialty Catalogue. For $75 (special awards denoted by bold face type ,
$100—150), you will be listed here and on the web site (www.thelabradorclub.com).
For questions, e-mail Nina Mann at harbortop@netzero.net. Please send your check

(made out to LRC) to:

Class & S ponsor
Conformation

Best of Breed Jim Coleman & Debby Kay
in memory of Am/Can CH Boradors Hannibal Crackers
& Am/Can CH Chilbrook Solitaire
Best of Opposite Sex
Best of W inners
Winner ’s Dog Fred and Sue Kampo

Winner s Bitch Mary Feazell Wyndcall Labradors
Reserve Winner ’'s Dog
Reserve Winner 's Bitch Barbara Christman
Red Birch Labradors
Best Bred-By Nancy & Al Pizzamiglio

Narlo Labradors
in memory of Narlo Prime Time
Best Puppy
Best Junior Showman
Puppy Dogs (6 mo. and under 9 mo. Black)
Puppy Bitches (6 mo. and under 9 mo. Black)
Puppy Dogs (6 mo. and under 9 mo. AOAC)
Puppy Bitches (6 mo. and under 9 mo. AOAC)
Puppy Dogs (9 mo. and under 12 mo. Black)
Puppy Bitches (9 mo. and under 12 mo. Black)
Puppy Dogs (9 mo. and under 12 mo. AOAC)

Faith Hyndman, Buckstone Labradors

Puppy Bitches (9 mo. and under 12 mo. AOAC)
Dogs (12 mo. and under 18 mo. Black)

Bitches ( 12 mo. and under 18 mo. Black)  Tony Emilio

Dogs (12 mo. and under 18 mo. AOAC)

Bitches (12 mo. and under 18 mo. AOAC)

Novice Dogs

Novice Bitches

Bred by Exhibitor Dogs Linda Oldham
Barbaree Labradors

Bred by Exhibitor Bitches Linda Oldham

Barbaree Labradors
American Bred Dogs
American Bred Bitches
Open Dogs, Black Lyn Yelton,
Rebel Ridge Farms, Inc.
Open Bitches, Black
Shaun and Debra Scott, Dogwood Labradors
Open Dogs, Chocolate Nina Mann, Harbortop
in memory of
Am Can CH Rocheby Joseph’s Coat CD TD JH WC CGC
Open Bitches, Chocolate Stephanie Worrall
Lavender Hills Labradors, Japan
Open Dogs, Yellow
Fred & Linda Walkley, Mustardseed Labradors
Open Bitches, Yellow Julie Quigley Smith
Hollyridge Labradors
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Nina Mann
5706 312th St. NW,, Stanwood, WA 98292

Hunting Retriever Dogs
Steve and Julie Kirk, Redwick Labradors
in memory of
Odin, CH Harbortop Redwick Valhalla MH and all his heirs
Hunting Retriever Bitches Lyn Yelton,
Rebel Ridge Farms, Inc.
Fred and Sue Kampo
Bill and Anita Daley
Reveille Retrievers
Lisa Agresta, Lobuff
in memory of CH Lobuffs Bare Necessities

Field Trial Dogs
Field Trial Bitches

Veteran Dogs

Veteran Bitches
Stud Dogs
Brood Bitches
Brace Class
Team Class
Junior Showmanship, Novice Showmanship,
Open Intermediate Showmanship
Jen Leitao: All Six Classes

Obedience

High in T rial Pawcatuck River Labrador Retriever Club
Thursday and Friday, in memory of Nancy Baker
High Combined Glenda Brown, Thursday
in memory of FC AFC Truline’s Too Legit

Novice A Wendy Ernst DVM

in memory of Seawied’s All's Calm CD
Novice B Susan Brownell

Bittersweet Labradors

in memory of Stormhaven’s Black Tai CD
Open A Anne Hassett
Open B
Utility A Janice Johnson & Pam Kimel

in memory of Bree, Spirit & Magic

Utility B
Veterans Jeanne Charest

Wood Duck Labradors
in memory of Can OTCH U-CDX Whipowil's Francesca Am/Can
UD CGC

Rally Novice A

Rally Novice B

Rally Advanced A

Rally Advanced B

Rally Excellent A

Rally Excellent B

Special
Dog For All Reasons
Puget Sound Labrador Retriever Association



Handler Hint s for Hunting Retriever T ests—
Lessons learned the hard way...
or did | blow $60 again?

Karen Kase & Joey Mead Edsall

We spend many long hours working with our retrievers and an-
ticipating the next hunt test. With the excitement of the test,
however, we often find that things don’t go quite as we expect.
Remember when we bring our retrievers to the line at hunt tests,
our dogs have just a few seconds to get their bearings before
being asked to remember where the birds are. In addition, they
are also confronted with the distraction of unfamiliar surround-
ings. Spend the time watching the test dog, so that you can
observe some of these influences and take measures to mini-
mize their impact. Also, remember you're entitled to take your
time running your dog and don'’t rush things.

Below are some other helpful hints to help make your day at the
hunt test more successful for you and your dog.

Junior:  Usually there are two visible throwers in the field, and
it's important to have our novice dog focused on the proper mark.
At a hunt test, we can't “point” out the throwers, but there are
other ways to orient our dog to each thrower. Whenever pos-
sible, cue your dog to follow the line of your mounted [pointed]
gun. Be sure to practice performing this in a safe manner. Also,
plan your approach to the line, so that the last several strides
before your dog stops are directly toward the correct thrower. On
the second mark, you may also need to draw the dog'’s attention
off the first thrower. To accomplish that you might need to swing
wide away from the line in order to come back in the right direc-
tion.

Senior:  When running a blind, we need to be careful not to lose
our retriever at the end of the blind. There is usually consider-
able drag-back scent near the blind, both from previous dogs
and the blind planter. If our retriever starts to trail, we may lose
the dog’s attention at the end, even after a great beginning. Once
you lose the dog’s attention, it can be quite difficult to get it back.
Make sure to keep the dog under control until it actually has the
bird.

Master: We should avoid sending our retriever to pick up the
closest [short] bird last as the memory bird. When a retriever
has already run twice to long retrieves, it will be inclined to run
long again, often blowing right by the short bird, even practically
stepping on it on the way. This occurs especially when there are
visible throwers at the long stations, such as an indented triple or
hip pocket set-up. This is a good time to use primary or second-
ary selection to make sure the short bird picked up and is “out of
the way” before sending for the long memory bird.

These are techniques that are best practiced during training, be-
cause they require the dog to work with the handler. Try to main-
tain a consistent standard of performance during training and it
should carry through into competition.

Testing vs. T raining
by John Lawrence, DVM

Have you ever been standing on the line looking across a field or
lake and had the revelation that you had failed to train Ace on this
particular hunt test scenario? | surely have been in this unflatter-
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ing position. Ace eyes the guns, checks the blinds, watches the
birds fall, but has not a clue as to what he should do next. This
can certainly be recorded as one of those failures to train.

There really is a difference between training and testing. Too
many times, we as handlers, let our egos get in the way of com-
mon sense. Ace’s dad just ran that triple, well so can Ace. What
we fail to realize is that Ace’s dad has seen a million triples in his
life and this is Ace’s first triple. Instead of breaking down the
training into simple win-win situations, we have just asked Ace to
fail.

| was training just this week with a good friend of mine. He was
attempting to “lengthen” out several of his young dogs. He had a
two hundred yard mark thrown into a crosswind. By the time the
dog got to the mark, the mark had been blown into shore. He had
run this particular mark every day last week. His dogs were pre-
pared to “move” with the mark. After watching three of his dogs,
| decided that Buttons and | could run that mark. This would be a
great way to give Buttons a long water single. | failed to truly
appreciate the complexity of the mark. Not only was it long, but
the mark moved from its original location and Buttons would have
to fight a heavy crosswind for two hundred yards. Needless to
say, not only was the mark bad but the resulting handling errors
once again brought home a valuable lesson. Don't set up a test
to try to train the dog. If | had broken down the components of
this mark, Buttons and | both would have had a more pleasant

experience. | could have reinforced holding into the wind and
marking a moving object. | thought about that session all the
way home.

We all think dogs can swim. Boy is that a wrong assumption.
Since | had failed to train Buttons, | decided | would spend the
remainder of the session teaching my juniors dogs to swim across
a length of water and exit the far side to retrieve a duck. Pretty
good thought and not a bad set up for the dogs. Ran the first two
junior dogs and with help of throwing multiple marks while they
swam to the other shore, | received excellent results. Ivory and
Foxy both couldn’t swim fast enough to get to the other side.
Next was Molly’s turn. Molly has had very limited experience in
the water this year, but she “swam” as a puppy. Molly went charg-
ing into the water, started her puppy swimming and directly pro-
ceeded to circle the drain and sink. Flashing though my mind
was how deep was the water, how cold was the water, and what
do I do with my billfold. Molly fortunately has a survival mentality
and rectified her swimming deficiencies so | did not have to do
dog rescue.

| decided that Molly needed lessons in swimming, not far side
exits. We went directly to the puppy pond. Oh why had | not
been bright enough to go there first? Anyway, here Molly could
run half way across the pond before loosing her footing. After
several retrieves Molly not only liked the water but also was be-
coming a much better swimmer. Again, the first time was testing
but our puppy pond was truly a training session.

We need to look at each training session. What are our goals?
How will we teach the dog the concepts of this particular training
session? How can we break down the training session so that
each component adds confidence and knowledge to our dog?
What do we expect to learn from this training session? Remem-
ber, train your dog and let the judges test your dog.



| AM YOUR DOG ...

I am your dog, and | have a little something I'd like to whisper in
your ear.

I know that you humans lead busy lives. Some have to work,
some have children to raise. It always seems like you are
running here and running there, often much too fast, often
never noticing the truly grand things in life.

Look down at me now, while you sit there at your computer.
See the way my dark brown eyes look at yours? They are
slightly cloudy now. That comes with age. The grey hairs are
beginning to ring my soft muzzle. You smile at me; | see love in
your eyes. What do you see in mine? Do you see a spirit? A
soul inside, who loves you as no other could in the world? A
spirit that would forgive all trespasses of prior wrong doing for
just a simple moment of your time?

That is all | ask. To slow down, if even for a few minutes, to be
with me.

So many times you have been saddened by the words you
read on that screen, of others of my kind, passing. Sometimes
we die young and oh so quickly, sometimes so suddenly it
wrenches your heart out of your throat. Sometimes, we age so
slowly before your eyes that you may not even seem to know
until the very end, when we look at you with grizzled muzzles
and cataract clouded eyes. Still the love is always there, even
when we must take that long sleep, to run free in a distant land.

| may not be here tomorrow; | may not be here next week.
Someday you will shed the water from your eyes that humans
have when deep grief fills their souls, and you will be angry at
yourself that you did not have just “one more day” with me.
Because | love you so, your sorrow touches my spirit and
grieves me.

We have NOW, together. So come, sit down here next to me
on the floor, and look deep into my eyes. What do you see? If
you look hard and deep enough we will talk, you and I, heart to
heart. Come to me not as “alpha” or as “trainer” or even “Mom
or Dad,” come to me as a living soul and stroke my fur and let
us look deep into one another’s eyes and talk. | may tell you
something about the fun of chasing a tennis ball, or | may tell
you something profound about myself or even life in general.

You decided to have me in your life because you wanted a soul
to share such things with. Someone very different from you,
and here | am. | am a dog, but I am alive. | feel emotion, | feel
physical senses, and | can revel in the differences of our spirits
and souls. | do not think of you as a “Dog on two feet” — |
know what you are and who you are. You are human, in all
your quirkiness, and | love you still. Now, come sit with me, on
the floor. Enter my world, and let time slow down if only for 15
minutes. Look deep into my eyes, and whisper into my ears.
Speak with your heart, with your joy, and | will know your true
self.

We may not have tomorrow, but we do have today, and life is
oh so very short. So please—come sit with me now and let us
share these precious moments we have together

©J.D. Ellis, 2001 <rottweilerdriver@aol.com>
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THE LRC SPONSORS JUNIORS
(October, 2004)

The LRC Directors voted unanimously to sponsor any Junior
Handler who qualifies for Westminster, or the Eukanuba
Invitational, by handling a Labrador Retriever exclusively. A gift
of $500 will be applied toward their expenses.

Junior Handlers at the National Specialty will be allowed to
enter all events with their same dog at no fee. October 2004

A'HATS OFF" TO THE LRC
FROM A PROUD MOM

I would like to congratulate the LRC Directors for instituting the
Junior Showmanship Incentive Program. | have a Junior who has
qualified for Westminster and Eukanuba every year that she has
been eligible (showing German Shorthaired Pointers and Labra-
dor Retrievers). These trips are very expensive and so far we
have been unable to take her to New York or Orlando to com-
pete. A Junior that earns this generous incentive will be given the
chance to fullfil a dream and represent all Juniors who show La-
bradors at the National level. | think every parent club should
take the LRC, Inc.’s new program as a challenge, and offer simi-
lar programs to their well deserving Juniors. | am happy to sup-
port a club that understands our future is in our Juniors.

Sincerely, Jo-Anne Jace

“Meet the Breeds” Competition atthe  AKC/

Eukanuba National Championship Show

As part of the AKC Meet the Breeds display at the AKC/
Eukanuba Invitational, there was a competition for Best Booth
decoration, culminating in the awarding of Best Booth in Show.
The LRC booth took 3rd place in the Sporting Group. January
16, 2005.Sheree and Chris Paskert along with their sons Brian
and Justin, did an outstanding job building the booth. Deborah
Howd was also there with her puppy to help answer questions,
along with Ann Dee Yurick. Everyone had a great time, and are

looking forward to the next show.

Providence, Rl Factoid
Bon Appetit! Providence is home to the prestigious Johnson
and Wales Univiversity Culinary Institute and Culinary Archives
and Museum. Referred to as the “Smithsonian Institution of the
Food Sservice Industry,” this museum likely houses the world’s
most complete collection of gastronomy. Their more than
400,000 artifacts from the culinary, hospitality and travel
industries include early cooking and dining materials from the
Third Millennium BC. Be sure to call ahead; appointments are
required for tours.

Johnson & W ales Culinary Archives and Museum
315 Harborside Blvd, Providence 02905 « 401-598-2805

Cookware from antiquity. American cast iron stoves from the
1800s. Ancient Roman silverware. Over 4000 menus from all over
the world. An absolutely huge cookbook collection. All this and
more is on display at the Culinary Archives and Museum. No matter
what your culinary interest, be it retro diner-style eats, classic
Julia Child cooking, or super contemporary haute cuisine, or just
collecting in general, this museum is sure to please. A real treat.



PROPOSED EVENT SCHEDULE
Monday , October 10, 2005
Tracking Set-up

Tuesday, October 11, 2005
A.M. Tracking—TD, TDX
1:00 P.M. LRC, Inc. Board of Directors’ Meeting
P.M Agility Set-up
3-6 P.M Hospit ality t able/Hotel Lobby

Wednesday , October 12, 2005
8:00 A.M. Judges’ Study Group
8:00 A.M. Agility
10:00 A.M. Rally
NOON Sweepstakes
P.M. “W elcome Aboard” p arty—Hospit ality Room

Thursday , October 13, 2005
8:00 A.M. Obedience/Regular and Non-regular Classes
10:00 A.M. Agility
A.M. Conformation - Bitch Classes
Non-regular Classes with multiple entries
P.M. “Capt ain’s Table” Banquet/Educational Seminar

Friday, October 14, 2003
8:00 A.M. Obedience/Regular- Classes Only
A.M. Conformation - Dog Classes
After lunch break—CGC

P.M. Jr. Showmanship, Non-regular Classes & Intersex
P.M. Hunt T est set-up

Saturday , October 15, 2005
Hunt Test
7:30 A.M. Master
8:00 A.M. Junior
Working Certificate T est
Conformation Certificate Evaluations
P.M. Tailgate Party

Sunday, October 16, 2005
Hunt Test
7:30 A.M. Senior
Continuation of Master

National S pecialty Event s Committee cont act:
Marianne Foote
6146 Mines Road, Livermore, CA 94550-9182
(925) 447-8513 FAX (925) 447-4713 e-mail:
mfwinroc@earthlink.net

Exact dates at printing are tentative and subject to change.

Area Airport Information

Providence (PVD) Dist ance: 2 Ml/ 3.22 KM W
Compliment ary Airport Shuttle
Taxi Fee: $5.00
Boston-Logan (BOS) Dist ancer62-Mi/ 99.78 KM N

Area Train/Subway Information

Amtrack Subway S tation Name: Amtrack
Train Station Dist-ance 8 MI,12.87 KM S
Taxi Fee $20.00

RI LIGHTHOUSES

Beavert ail Lighthouse
Beavertail Rd., Jamestown
On the east side of the Newport Bridge on Rt.138, take East
Shore Rd. through Jamestown then follow signs to Beavertail
State Park. The Lighthouse was built in 1749.

Block Island North Light
Not active. It was built in 1867. The lighthouse is now restored
into a maritime museum & open to the public during the
summer. Hiking trails surround the lighthouse.

Block Island Southeast Light
Call 1-800-383-BIRI for information about Block Island Light-
houses. The Southeast Light was built in 1875. It boasts a
stunning 67" octagonal tower and a red brick, Victorian style
keeper’s house. Nature programs are offered at nearby
Mohegan Bluffs.

Castle Hill Lighthouse
It is located near the Coast Guard Station on Castle Hill Rd. in
Newport. It was built in 1890.

Dutch Island Light
Narragansett Bay light station. This light is inactive and was
built in 1826.

Plum Beach Light ,

In Jamestown, this spark plug style lighthouse is inactive & was
built in 1897. It be seen from the Jamestown Bridge.

Point Judith Lighthouse
Narragansett : phone: 401-789-0444
The original lighthouse was built in 1806. The current building
was erected in 1816. Visitors are welcome to tour the grounds
however the lighthouse and Coast Guard Station are restricted.
US 1 drive south on Rt.108 to the Coast Guard Station at Pt.
Judith.

Rose Island Lighthouse
Newport: 401-847-4242
www.roseislandlighthouse.org
Visitors re-enter a bygone way of life in an old fashioned
keeper’s quarters; touring the station from windmill to cellar
cistern. Overnight visitors actually participate in the adventure
of lighthouse keeping (!). Fishing, swimming, and beach
combing are available on Rose Island. Call for hours, reserva-
tions, and information on school tours or overnights. Admission.

Sakonnet Point Lighthouse
7 Sakonnet Point, Little Compton. Recently reactivated, visible
from 9-8.

Watch Hill Lighthouse
Lighthouse Rd., Westerly
The lighthouse was built in 1807. The museum and US Coast
Guard Station are open Tues. & Thurs. from 1-3 PM. The
grounds are open daily from 8-8. Exterior viewing only.

Whale Rock Lighthouse ,

In Narragansett, this lighthouse was built in 1882 but was
destroyed in 1938. The base (very visible at low tide) remains
as a monument to the lighthouse keeper
who perished there in the '38 hurricane.



The Labrador Retriever Club, Inc.
2005 National S pecialty Event s Week
October 1 1-16, 2005

Host Hotel for the 2005 National Specialty Events
Also site for: Conformation, Obedience, Rally and Agility
Crowne Plaza at the Crossings, W arwick, Rhode Island
(401) 732-6000

Room Rate: $1 19.00 Double
($50.00 non-refundable one-time fee for dogs in the room)
Please call the hotel directly for reservations
Group name—The Labrador Retriever Club—for room discount.

For Driving Directions Go to :
http://www.mapquest.com/directions/
main.adp?1a=&1c=WARWICK&1s=RI&1z=&2a=801+
GREENWICH+AVE&2c=WARWICK&2s=RI&22=02886

2005 LRC Show Chair
Claire White-Peterson
36 Wyassup Road, North S tonington, CT 06359
(860) 535-4289 FAX (860) 535-4289
e-mail: stonecrestlabs@comcast.net

Superintendent—Rau Dog Shows, L TD
P.O. Box 6898, Reading, P A 19610 (610) 3761880

e-mail: raudog@epix.net

Agility Chair
Celeste Estevez
86 Bushy Hill Road, Granby , CT 06035 (860) 635-5869
e-mail: celestevez@earthlink.net

Agility Co-chair
Kim Romack
7 lvy Lane, Porter Corners, NY 12859
e-mail: luvlabs@nycap.rr_.com

Agility Secret ary:Noreen Bennett
1 West Street, Belchertown, MA  01007-9621 (413) 283-4490
e-mail: pawprints@rcn.com

Tracking site
Mystic Seaport & Elizabeth Haddad property
North S tonington, CT
Krug Farm, Preston, CT

Tracking Chairman/T racking Secret ary—Janet Huntley
949 Matunuck School House Rd., W akefield, Rl 02879
(401) 789-8842
e-mail: MoonstonelLabs@gmail.com

Obedience Chairman—Jeanne Charest
200 Enman Hill Rd., Berlin, NH 03570 603-752-5883
e-mail: nhwoodduck@verizon.net

Hunt Test Site
Peakebrook Farm, W oodstock, CT

Hunt T est Chair—Nancy Brandow
1117 Main Road, Bradford, ME 04410 (207) 327-1322
e-mail: cedrwood@infionline.net
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Hunt Test Secret ary— Sue Carpenter
9395 Sound Ave., Mattituck, NY 11952 (631) 298-1677
e-mail: rhumbline@hotmail.com

Working Certificate Entries:
Nina Mann
5706 - 312th St. NW, Stanwood, W A 98292 (360) 629-7619
e-mail: harbortopLabs@cs.com

Conformation Certificate Entries
Contact: Faith Hyndman
3672 Concord Road, Doylestown, P A 18901 (215) 345-6447
e-mail: fhyndman@comcast.net

Canine Good Citizen T est
Contact: Marlene Lendrim
5 Isle Point Road, Narragansett, Rl 02882-4313
(401) 783-2207
e-mail: mlendrim@att.net

Please check the Club web site for e-mail links and informa-
tion up dates—thelabradorclub.com

Catalog Advertising Chair
Dotte David
P.O. Box 1440, Land O’Lakes, FL 34639 (813) 996-7690
e-mail: longdown205@aol.com

Judging Slate:
TRACKING
Art Twiss and Mary Thomp son

AGILITY (two trials)
Christie McNamara

RALLY
Mary Diesem

CONFORMATION
Erik Bergishagen—Dogs & Intersex
Bonnie Threlfall—Bitches
Judy Heim—Sweep stakes
Mary Diesem—Jr . Showmanship

OBEDIENCE (two T rials)
Mary Diesem
Michael W oods

HUNT TEST
Master: Bernadette Brown & Anne Evans
Senior: Audie Gould & Susan Noble
Junior A: Dick Kennedy & S tephen Sullivan
Junior B: Judith Erlanger & judge pending

WORKING CERTIFICATE
Janet Davis & Bet sy Fogg

CONFORMATION CERTIFICATE TEST
Michael W oods & Claire White-Peterson

IMPORTANT DATES:
Closing date for cat alog advertising— August 30, 2005
Closing date for ALL entries— September 14, 2005




more safety and decreased risk of side effects and efficacy are
demonstrated, | recommend holding off.

The best prevention still is checking your dog carefully and re-
moving any ticks at least once a day. Collars do not seem to work
that well, although some of the topical insecticides do seem to
work well, but then one has to weigh the potential toxic effects of
these insecticide from the beneficial effects of preventing ticks.
Again, | tend to compromise and only use the topicals during the
greatest incidence of tick usually in the spring and fall. It is all a
balance! Keep your pets away from tick infested areas, check
them daily and stay healthy and happy and tick free!!

© 2005 Allen M. Schoen, D.V.M., M.S. All Rights Reserved.
permission given to reprint by Dr. Schoen

for more information go to this web site:
http://www.drschoen.com

From the Rescue Dep artment

My name is Marcia Lucas and | am the new Rescue Coordinator
for the LRC. | want to thank Ralph and Kathleen Natushko for
their years of service to the Club.

When the rescue email address on the LRC website was changed
to redirect the mail to me, | was stunned to learn just how much
traffic comes through the website! Since February 1st | have pro-
cessed nearly 300 inquiries about Labrador rescue! The inquiries
seem to be evenly split between people wanting to adopt a Lab
(yay!) and people wanting to give one up for adoption.... My great-
est disappointment is the number of states that have no rescue
contact. One of my goals therefore, is to search out at least one
person in each of the missing states, and to then build on that so
no one person has to shoulder all the burden for their state.

| also have formed a rescue task force to help me decide what
the LRC can and should be doing for local rescue groups. We
certainly aren’t going to tell them how to do rescue; most of them
are already doing an excellent job in that regard. We do hope to
develop a library of documents explaining how to get started in
rescue, how to become a 501c3 tax exempt nonprofit
organization, and what to expect in the way of level of effort in
rescuing dogs. This library will be accessible through the LRC's
website. We also plan to redesign the rescue portion of the website
to facilitate finding rescue groups in a given location. The other
members of the task force are Deb Hamele, Terri McFadden,
Sandy McMillan, and Brandy Burton-Tarantino. If you are inter-
ested in Lab rescue and would like to assist with our task force,
or you just want to send us your ideas, please
write to me at rescue@thelabradorclub.com. We would like to
add another member to represent the eastern time zone.

Fortunately for this task force, some of this ground has already
been plowed and | am now going through the excellent docu-
mentation prepared by Virginia Campbell in the early nineties.
Virginia was very good about keeping the LRC Directors informed
of her committee’s activities and Marianne Foote recently for-
warded all of this material to me.

The task force will keep you informed of our progress in future
newsletters. In the meantime, please send us your ideas!
Marcia Lucas rescue@thelabradorclub.com

N
o

The Membership Committee
would like to extend a warm welcome to the
following new members!

Tammy Lavalette

2838 Monkton Rd
Vergennes, VT 05491
(802)877-3809

osicky@together.net

Paulo Cimerman

Alameda Tranca 870-10-Andar
Sao Paulo, SP, 01422001
Brazil

www.DICROFT.COM

Rhonda Miller

1001 Timber Bend Dr.
Pflugerville, TX 78660
(512)990-7850

wintercampl@yahoo.com

Marjorie Olden

7101 Antioch Road
Middle Grove NY 12850
(518)882-6027

oldentymelabs@juno.com

Corey Anger

15 Woodhull Landing Road
Sound Beach, NY 11789
(631)821-4098

corey@woodhullLabs.com

Marcia Benedetto

46751 CR53
Bennett, CO 80102
(303)621-8551

justamere@hotmail.com

Thomas O’Hern

2034 Beaymont Lane
Dunwoody GA 30338
(770)351-9610

oherntc@bellsouth.net

Jimmy Isles

13473 St Mark’s Place
Gonzoles LA 70737
(225)694-3335

jiles@ultracomputer.com



Lyme Disease: Fact from Fiction
Allen M. Schoen, D.V.M., M.S.

Lyme disease is one of the most common tick-transmitted dis-
eases in the world. There is much that is known about it, but also
a tremendous amount that still is unknown. There are many var-
ied opinions regarding symptoms, diagnosis, vaccination contro-
versies and treatment options. Where | live, there are horse barns
| visit where almost every person, horse and dog have contracted
Lyme disease. It is epidemic. Being in the middle of such a hot-
bed, | have seen many diagnostic and therapeutic approaches
that have and have not worked. Today | will share my opnion on
this debilitating disease. Lyme disease is caused by an organism
known as a spirochaete and named Borrelia burgdorferi. It is trans-
mitted by tick bites. It has been found worldwide and in ancient
chinese medical literature they actually describe a syndrome very
similar to Lyme disease, thousands of years before Lyme, Con-
necticut was named! In the United States, more than 90% of the
cases occur in the Northeast, with California and Missippi sec-
ond. It is fairly common in dogs, but rarely seen in cats, although
| have seen some cats with it.

The main clinical signs include a sudden yet recurring lameness
that may shift from leg to leg. Sometimes this lameness is asso-
ciated with a fever and depression. Occassionally you will see
swollen lymph nodes. Sometimes the joints may be swollen, warm
and painful and they usually walk stiffly with a hunched back.
Animals with Lyme disease really look painful and stiff and com-
monly are very sensitive to touch and may cry out with even the
slightest touch. | have seen dogs that were diagnosed with slipped
discs in their neck and crying in pain and it was actually lyme
disease causing muscle spasms in the neck and they only im-
proved when they were administered the appropriate antibiotic.
Sometimes you will see the classic red round target lesion around
a tick bite on your pet and within a few days they may show the
signs of lameness, fever and sensitivity to touch. | saw this on my
own golden retriever and within a few days he woke like a stiff 90
year old man that could hardly make it to his food bowl. | immedi-
ately treated him and he improved within twenty four hours.

If your pet is not diagnosed and treated immediately, the disease
can spread to the heart, kidneys and the nervous system includ-
ing the spinal cord and the brain, showing signs associated with
these organs. The organism has been found in connective tis-
sue, in joints, muscles and lymph nodes. It is one nasty bug!
Besides these classic symptoms, how can your veterinarian di-
agnose it? If suspicious, it is very important to run a special blood
test called a Lyme titer. Now, there are two types known as the
Elisa test and the western blot test. My particular preference is to
run the western blot test. It may take a bit longer to run, but | find
it much more accurate. It is not uncommon that the Elisa test is
negative and your dog still has Lyme disease. If your dog or cat
or horse has many of the symptoms of Lyme disease and the test
is negative, do not be fooled. I still recommend treating the ani-
mal aggressively with antibiotics. Often, | will not even wait for
the test to comeback to treat my patient if enough of the symp-
toms are present to suggest Lyme disease. Believe me, | like to
be as natural as possible and use antibiotics only when abso-
lutely necessary, but this is one time when they are needed fast!
Often times the response to appropriate antibiotics is quite rapid.
In horses, | have developed an acupuncture diagnostic exam that
I have found to be as diagnostic if not better than the standard
laboratory tests and | will be publishing on that shortly.
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Lyme disease has often been nicknamed the great imitator. This
is because many of the symptoms can mimic symptoms of many
other diseases because it can effect so many different organ sys-
tems. | remember one Gordon Setter puppy | saw and the first
symptom of Lyme disease that showed up was lack of appetite
and an arrythmia in the heart that | picked up on my exam. It only
got stiff and lame three days later. Fortunately | knew the heart
problem wasn’t there a few weeks prior on a normal exam and
was suspicious of Lyme and we treated it successfully and the
heart problem resolved. When considering Lyme disease as a
possibility, one must also think about other tick-transmitted dis-
eases such as Rocky Mountain spotted fever or canine erlichiosis.
Arthritis, rheumatoid arthritis, other joint diseases as well as kid-
ney failure or heart problems from other causes need to be con-
sidered as well.

What is the best treatment? As | mentioned previously, this is
one place where | feel strongly that immediate antibiotic therapy
is imperative. It appears that doxycycline and amoxicillin seem to
be the best antibiotics against Lyme disease. | suggest staying
on antibiotics for a minimum of a month, sometimes even longer.
| have seen dogs that were only on antibiotics for two weeks and
then it comes back with a vengeance and does not respond as
well afterwards. A holistic approach would also include using
probiotics such as acidophilus to keep the healthy bacteria alive
in your pets gastrointestinal tract. In addition, it has been found
that the organism can actually further suppress the immune sys-
tem. So | usually recommend nutritional and herbal support to
boost the immune system as well. This would include echinacea
and garlic as | have mentioned in previous columns of the Heal-
ing Arts. Sometimes | see chronic Lyme disease in a dog or cat
and | will also use acupuncture to boost the immune system and
relieve the pain and inflammation. Homeopathic remedies have
also appeared to be helpful. The most successful of these
incltloong@interport.net ude homeopathic Ledum and a Lyme
nosode. Lyme nosode is a homeopathic remedy that is made
from the killed organism, diluted, successed and potentized to
the point that nothing of the original organism remains. For ap-
propriate dosages of these remedies, you should contact a ho-
meopathic veterinarian.

As far as prevention goes, this is a sticky wicket. There is a great
deal of controversy concerning the dog Lyme vaccine. There is a
great debate about how well they actually work as well as poten-
tial side effects. There are publications concerning its safety, but
the researchers only look 24 hours after the vaccine reaction.
Research at Cornell University veterinary school brings up some
suspicion that there may be potential long term side effects of the
vaccine, though nothing is certain. These side effects may vary
from rheumatoid arthritis and all the major symptoms of lyme dis-
ease to acute kidney failure. Though nothing is definitively docu-
mented, | personally am very cautious and do not recommend
vaccinating for Lyme disease even though it is so epidemic here.
Many veterinary schools and major veterinary centers do not rec-
ommend the vaccine for the same concern regarding potential
side effects. | have seen all the symptoms of Lyme disease in
dogs four to eight weeks after the vaccine and when | sent the
western blot test to Cornell, it shows no evidence of the disease,
only evidence of the dog having been vaccinated, yet the dog
shows all the classic symptoms of the disease. There is a hew
dog vaccine out that claims that it does not have any of the side
effects, however, | still remain cautious and will wait for a year or
two to see. | personally would rather treat my dog for Lyme dis-
ease rather than risking the potential side effects of the vaccine.
In addition, there is a question of actually how well it works. Until



Regional Labrador Retriever Clubs and Cont

acts

If you belong to a regional Labrador Specialty Club that is not listed here and want to be included in receiving a club copy of the
LRC NEWS, please send your details to Robin at her email address: grampianlabs@comcast.net
If you are on this list and wish to correct any details, email Robin. If you aren’t yet receiving your club copy of The LRC NEWS,
email Robin. Please send YOUR newsletter to Robin at her email address or her home address for the LRC Newsletter Archives:
Robin Anderson, 20 Fairway Drive, Seekonk, MA 02771.

Club Name

Contact Person

Email Web Address

Badger Labrador Retriever Club
Coastal South Carolina LRC

Golden Gate Labrador Retriever Club

Greater Atlanta Labrador Retriever Club

Greater Pittsburgh Labrador .
Retriever Club, Inc

High Desert Labrador Retriever
Club of California, Inc.

Hoosier Labrador Retriever Club

Huron River Labrador Retriever Club

Jersey Skylands LRC, inc.

Deb Hamele
Elizabeth Bowron

Georgia Burg

Georgia_Burg@necelam.com

Tom O’Hern

Jennifer Morrison

Jo-Anne Jace

John Davis

Pauline A. Mortier,

Sharon Celentano

dmlabs@verizon.net www.badgerlrc.com

Fortunelabs@mindspring.com www.csclrc.com

info@gglrc.org www.gglrc.org
stowawaylabs@earthlink.net

oherntc@bellsouth.net
www.geocities.com/galr_club/index.html

duckdogs2@hotmail.com www.GPLRC.com

jjace@comcast.net www.hdlrc.com

jadriandavis@peoplepc.com www.HLRCInc.com

pauline@lubberline.com www.huronriverlrc.com

sharjamlabs@hvc.rr.com www.jerseyskylandslirc.com

or use the club email JISLRCInc@optonline.net or Barbie Schmitt (Morwen) Bschmitt7 @comcast.net

Labrador Retriever Club Of Long Island

Labrador Retriever Club of the Twin Cities

Labrador Retriever Club of Greater Denver

Mid-Jersey Labrador Retriever Club, Inc.

Northern Ohio Labrador Retriever Club, Inc.

Pawcatuck River Labrador Retriever Club

Raleigh Durham Labrador Retriever Club

San Joaquin Valley Labrador Retriever Club

Sierra Vista LRC Trudy Rose
South Florida Labrador Retriever Club

Spirit of St. Louis Labrador .
Retriever Club, Inc

The Labrador Retriever Club
of Greater Boston

The Labrador Retriever Club of Hawaii

The Labrador Retriever Club of Southern
California, Inc.

The Labrador Retriever Club .
of the Potomac, Inc

The San Diego Labrador Retriever Club
The Shawnee Mission LRC

Corey Anger

Kelli McDonald,

Lee Darrigrand
Nancy DunniganRuch
Connie Lenke
Catherine Mason

Tara Powell-RDLRC

Judy Heim

Trudy Rose
Linda Jordan

Patty Wilcox

Karen Kennedy

Catherine Staege

Denise Coler

Sherry S. Jessup

Kathy Besser

Susanna Jo

fourlabs@optonline.net

kelli@breakawaykennels.com www.lrctc.com

crockprint@aol.com www.kellyn.com/LRCGD
angus4@optonline.net http://mijlrc.org
nolrc@crosswinds.net WWW.NOLRC.ORG
huntsbrook@myeastern.com www.prlrc.org

Taragp306@nc.rr.com
www.geocities.com/raleighdurhamirc

hyspire2@aol.com

www.geocities.com/Heartland/Acres/9425/sjvirc.html
talimarlabs@cs.com www.SVLRC.com
Labsrus@attglobal.net www.sflrc.org

rockwoodlabs@cs.com www.ssllrc.com

Pleasantpine@aol.com www.Ircgb.org

staegej001@hawaii.rr.com labclubofhawaii.tripod.com

colers@cox.net http://Ircsocal.org/

chlabs@cox.net www.lrcp.com

beshire@cox.net http://www.sdlIrc.com

tflabs@iland.net http://www.smirc.org



QUESTIONS SEEKING ANSWERS:
Impertinent Little Questions Looking for

Strong, Forceful Answers
By Dr. Michael Woods

Asking impertinent questions, some say, is the only way to ob-
tain pertinent answers. This article asks a number of irreverent,
hopefully not irrelevant, questions that have floated around La-
brador conformation rings for a considerable period of time, but
which have never been satisfactorily addressed. | am not so na-
ive as to assume that | have all such answers; however, | do
believe that answers are available in the wide and knowledge-
able Labrador community, if only we can find a method to share
such information. | hope that, through responses to this article,
there will be insights provided that can be used in a follow up
article. So, let me pose some questions that you readers can
consider and, hopefully, answer.

146,692 is a big number. So is 144,896. These are the number of
Labrador Retrievers registered with AKC in 2004 and 2003, re-
spectively. These numbers, as most of you know, represent the
largest numbers of any breed registered by the AKC, almost tri-
pling the number of Golden Retrievers, the second highest regis-
tered breed for 2004. The last place English Foxhound regis-
tered only 17 and 19 in these two years. In fact, Labradors have
been the number one registered breed for the past number of
years.

Many, or should | say most, of these Labradors are never shown
and, one hopes, live their lives as beloved family members and
hunting companions; not a few, unfortunately, come from puppy
farms and other disreputable individuals bent on making a quick
buck from our over popular breed. Yet, we also know that at many
shows the Labrador entry is one of the largest. My question then
is, “Why do Labradors do so poorly in Group and BIS competi-
tion?” There have been some Labradors that have done extremely
well in these competitions, particularly during the past year but,
generally, many of us feel that our breed is overlooked for these
awards.

One might argue that Group and BIS awards are not important,
and, perhaps, there is a certain amount of truth in that argument.
But, give that most BOB Labradors do compete in the Group,
why don’t they do better? Is it that we breeders are just not breed-
ing very good dogs? How many of us have sat around the ring
with a large entry and thought, “There’s not one dog in there that
I'd take home!” Are we breeding dogs that have become ‘carica-
tures’, ridiculous extremes of what a Labrador should be? Are we

like the Field Spaniel breeders of the early 20" Century who bred
dogs so extreme that they became laughing stocks and inca-
pable of useful work?

Certainly, I've heard any number of judges complain that Labra-
dors are a difficult breed to judge. Judges comment that there is
no consistency of type in the ring and that many specimens are
mediocre at best, and many more are in deplorable condition,
waddling around the ring like obese swine? Have we failed to
establish type in the breed, so that judges know what a correct
Labrador should look like? Do we show too many dogs in such
poor condition that they could never do a honest day’s work. Does
our breed just not have the temperament and ‘showmanship’ to
‘ask’ for awards in the Group ring?

Does the problem lie with judging? Are judges just not familiar
with our breed? Don't they know the nuances of the standard?
Are judges too enamored by ‘hair’ and TRAD (Tremendous Reach
And Drive), two qualities that Labradors do not possess in abun-
dance? Do judges not know that correct movement for Labra-
dors is not the same as for Goldens, Setters, or the pointing
breeds? Are too many non-breeder judges rewarding Labradors
that are not typical? Are too many breeder-judges, putting-up short-
legged, over-done, lardy Labradors?

Do we just not campaign our dogs enough? Are we happy just to
finish a good one and go no further? Is it just useless to cam-
paign and advertise a breed that can’t compete with the *hair’ and
the ‘flash’ in the Group ring? Will Labrador breeders become like
German Shepherd exhibitors who have virtually abandoned the
All-Breed Show to concentrate on Specialty Events? Certainly, |
have judged Specialty shows where, at the Inter-sex level, the
dogs in the final cut were breathtaking, and | would have happily
taken any one of them home. Why don’t we see these dogs in the
All-Breed Show? Are these dogs just not being+ shown to non-
breeders?

All these questions, and using Group and BIS placings as a dis-
cussion point, reduce to a central focus: What is the state of the
breed and the judging of the breed? Are we, (breeders, judges
and owners) who are entrusted with the responsibility for this
most versatile and wonderful breed, satisfied with all things that
affect the state of the breed? As mentioned earlier, | hope that
this short article might be a kind of ‘thoughts-on’ seminar that will
lead to a larger article, which would reflect some of the major
ideas and thoughtful comments of experienced Labrador breed-
ers and owners. Here’s hoping to hear from many of you. | can be
reached at <michaelwoods@aol.com>, or by snail-mail at 18
Bayberry Lane, Charlestown, RI, 02813.

Historic Faces: Famous Rhode Islanders

George M Cohan: Singer, dancer, producer, actor, playwright, and composer - the first artist/entertainer to be honored by
Congress. In 1936, he received a Congressional Gold Medal in recognition for his patriotic songs “Over There” and “A

Grand Old Flag.”

Gilbert S tuart: Foremost painter of portraits of George Washington, John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, James Madison,
and James Monroe. The state capitol houses the historic painting of George Washington by Gilbert Stuart which appears

on the $1 dollar bill.

Nathanael Greene: Revolutionary War general, second-in-command to George Washington.
Esek Hopkins: First Commander-in-Chief of the Continental Navy.

Anne Hutchinson:

The first woman to establish a town in America - Portsmouth, Rhode Island.

Nap Lajoie: The American League'’s first batting champion and an inductee in the Baseball Hall of Fame.
Oliver Hazard Perry: Hero of the Battle of Lake Erie (1813).

Samuel Slater: Father of the American Textile Industry.
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Do You Like Sea History?
Do You Like Sight seeing Trips?

The local area LRC Specialty Planning Committee
would like to offer exhibitors a trip to Mystic Seaport,
i time permitting, to those interested in a little side trip

while you're in the area. Please contact Claire
White-Peterson if you're interested. We need to
B know how many people might like to go before we
I make definite plans. The trip would be during the
daylight hours because Mystic Seaport is only open
B during the day. The trip is less than one hour from
i the Crowne Plaza Hotel. Dogs are welcome on the
grounds but not in the buildings.
i http://www.mysticseaport.org/
i stonecrestlabs@comcast.net for more information.

LRCSC Specialty Result s

BOB
CH SADDLEHILL STRUTTIN INTHE MOONLIGHT
Breeder: owner. By CH Hyspire Darktown Strutter — CH
Sundancers Moonlight Sonata. Susan Eberhardt and
Shawna Brooks

BOS
CH HYSPIRE PIPIN’' HOT
Breeder: J. Heim, V. Russell, L. DaRoss. and M. Durham By
CH WindFall Pipe Major — CH Hyspire Somethings Amiss.
J. Heim and V. Russell, L. Daross

WB/BOW (from BBE)
KASHLINS MINNIE ME
Breeder: owner. By Vision’s Cain Mutiny — RMR Miss Jesse
James. Tim & Laura Mohr .

JAM
CH HYSPIRE SLIM SHADY
Breeder: owner & Nancy Tanner. By CH Raintree Slippery
When Wet — Hyspires Major Attraction. Judy Heim and Lisa
DaRoss & Vonnie Russell.

JAM
CH BELGAIRN PICTIONARY
Breeder: Ron and Jennifer Kelly. By CH Weathertop El Nino
— CH Belgairn Peekaboo JH Terry McFadden and Janet
Schoonover & Jennifer Schmitke

JAM
CH HYSPIRE SWINGTOWN
Breeder: owner. By CH Hyspire Darktown Strutter —
Hyspire’'s Show Me The Cookie. Judy Heim and Lisa DaRoss
& Vonnie Russell

JAM
CH VISIONS STATE OF GRACE
Breeder: owner. By CH Sounders Hear Me Roar — CH
Kelleygreens Amazing Grace. Kevin Henry

WD/JAM (from Open Black)

PROSPECT BAYSIDE STORM WATCH JH
Breeder: Eric & Trudy Soneson. By CH Weathertop Storm
Cloud — Prospect Mae B Darby’'s Game CDX. Charlene
Cordiero and Trudy and Eric Soneson.

About Providence, RI

Founded along the Providence and Seekonk Rivers as a ref-
uge for religious dissenters, Providence became the capital of
Rhode Island in 1901. Today, Providence is a cultural and aca-
demic hub. Brown University, Rhode Island School of Design
(RISD), Johnson and Wales Culinary Institute and Trinity Rep-
ertory Company are all vital forces in the community. The city
is also blessed with a rich historical heritage, boasting more
than 20% of the country’s National Historic Landmarks. First-
time visitors are drawn to the charming four-acre Waterplace
Park and Riverwalk; as well as the shops, cafés and galleries
on Wickenden Street, the Italian section on Federal Hill, and
the hip College Hill area.



Areas of which to be aware:

It's important to be able to read your dog for signs of stress. Ex-
cessive panting, whining/barking, tail tucked under, ears back,
disinterest , excessive licking ,leaving sweaty paw prints, cling-
ing to handler, are some signs of stress. . If your dog is showing
stress, it's probably time to shorten a visit and be on your way.
Be sure to have some fun toys or treats along in the car to help
reward and de-stress your canine partner.

The other big thing to watch for is things on the floor. Food is
often around in nursing homes and other facilities, but be on the
lookout for medication, bandage materials, Kleenex, paper, etc.
There is a wide assortment of things on the floor in medical facili-
ties and it pays to be alert to items your Lab might want to scoop

up.

In Summary:

consider the volunteer activity of doing therapy dog work. We've
found it to be very rewarding. It wasn’t hard to train for and the
skills learned have bridged over to other parts of our dog life such
as going to seminars, attending classes and lectures with the
dog, and even just going visiting to friend’s homes or attending
town events. It might be the right activity for you and your Lab.

Links to Therapy Dog Organizations

Therapy Dogs International http://www:.tdi-dog.org/
Delta Society Pet Partners http://www.deltasociety.org/
dsa000.htm

PURINA PARENT CLUB
PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM

Nestle Purina instituted a unique program in 2002 when it began
to look ‘outside the box’ in order to help the future health and well
being of our beloved Labradors. The Purina Parent Club Partner-
ship is a program that enables national parent breed clubs to
earn funding for canine health studies, education and/or rescue
work.

To participate in the PPCP, you must be a member of the Purina
Pro Club. You also must declare your participation in the program
and specify that the Labrador Retriever Club will receive credit as
a result of your weight circle redemption.

$378.126 was donated by Purina at the Purina Charity Ball at the
International Kennel Club of Chicago Dog Show on February 26,
2005 for fiscal year 2004. This money is divided between partici-
pating breed clubs and the AKC Canine Health Foundation. The
monies going to the AKC CHF are earmarked for a donor-ad-
vised fund that is directed by each national club so that research
can be targeted to issues specific to that breed. The other mon-
ies are available to the national club for use in education, rescue
and/or funding additional research. It is important to note that the
AKC CHF will match the funds received by them up to 100% and
this greatly increases the opportunity to fund breed-specific re-
search.

HOW HAS THE LABRADOR RETRIEVER CLUB BENEFITED
THUS FAR?

The total amount earned for LRC in 2004 was $49,117.18. Of
that amount, $24,558.59 was sent directly to LRC for use in edu-
cation, research and rescue causes and an equal amount went
directly to the LRC donor-advised fund at the AKC Canine Health
Foundation. From the inception of the program through the end
of 2004, the PPCP program as generated a total of $101,229.18
directly aimed at improving the health and well-being of the
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Labrador Retriever.

Clearly this partnership with Purina and LRC is providing a won-
derful opportunity to do great work to benefit Labrador Retriev-
ers. LRC was among the initial clubs to recognize the PPCP as
a worthwhile program that would benefit the future of our breed.
Please encourage fellow Lab lovers to declare for our breed and
turn in those weight circles in order that our wonderful dogs can
benefit.

As there are approximately 2 Pro Club members declared for
Labrador Retrievers to every one that redeems, there is a great
opportunity to increase the amount of monies dedicated to im-
proving our breed.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ON HOW THE PPCP
WORKS AND HOW WILL IT HELP OUR LABS

Does the Labrador Retriever Club distribute a membership list to
the PPCP?

No. All participation in the program is voluntary and each Pro
Club member must declare for the breed of their choice. This
declaration can be done by current Pro Club members by notify-
ing Pro Club at 1-877-PROCLUB or www.purinaproclub.com.

Will I lose points when | send in my weight circles for redemption
to the Purina Pro Club?

No. The donation to the parent club is in addition to the normal
Pro Club redemption value.

Do | have to keep up with the credit that is going to my breed
club?

No. That record keeping is automatically handled by the Pro Club.

What percentage is being designated for Labradors or any other
breed club?

Ten per cent of the value of the Pro Club redemption is donated
to the designated parent club. For example, for every $100.00
worth of weight circles submitted by a Pro Club member, $10.00
will be donated to the LRC. This amount is divided evenly be-
tween the club and the AKC Canine Health Foundation donor-
advised fund.

Can | designate another breed, or change my designation?

Yes. You may change your choice once a year if you choose to
do so.

How do | declare my participation?

There are several ways. You may declare either online
(www.purinaproclub.com), call 1-877-776-2582 or sign up at a
Purina sponsored dog show.

What happens to the portion that goes to the AKC Canine Health
Foundation?

Up to 100 percent of the donation will be matched by the Canine
Health Foundation if it meets funding guidelines. The Foundation
provides research funding for breed-specific health conditions as
well as health conditions that affect all breeds. This money goes
into a donor-advised fund that is directed by the LRC to address
health issues of the Labrador Retriever.



LabraVolunteers
by Barb Burri, LRCGB

Would your dog like to be a therapy dog? There are tests to take
and things to learn, but the first step is considering your dog’s
personality, and suitability for the task. What dog makes a good
therapy dog? In general, Labradors are a great choice, friendly,
tractable, eager to please, predictable, happy making new friends
and going places. If your dog is controllable, outgoing, predict-
able, and healthy and has a good temperament — Therapy dog
work might be for you.

environments for Therapy Dog work:

There are many environments in which to do therapy dog visits.
You'll be most likely to succeed if you match your dog’s tempera-
ment to the environment. You also need to consider what sort of
environment works for you — if you are stressed, your dog will
pick up on that, and the entire experience will not be beneficial.
Remember, this is a volunteer activity so both you and your dog
should be enjoying it.

Some dogs are great in the nursing home or hospital environ-
ment, visiting bed to bed, and room to room. The one on one and
quiet atmosphere is just right for having a low-stress event for
the therapy dog. For Hawke and | as a team, this isn’t our best
scenario —she’s very good at just being very present and avail-
able, which in some circumstances can be wonderful, but its
stressful to ME, as | have to handle more of the interaction and
conversation., There is also the food. If you've got a really food
motivated Lab, nursing homes can be an exercise in frustration,
SO many treats, so much temptation, so little time!

Other dogs are great in the large room environment — If your Lab
is the class clown of obedience class this could be a great venue.
If you have a dog who responds to an audience, the large group
adult day care type setting could bring out her very best and bright-
est and most amusing self. For some dogs this would be an
overwhelming experience, a room full of sometimes strange,
sometimes loud adults many in wheelchairs — it might be very
hard for them to focus, or it might be too stressful.

Another venue is Alzheimer Day Care facilities — these tend to be
a mix of quiet chair to chair action in a large room. This can be
frustrating for the handler because you'll find you often have to
answer the same question multiple times, and there isn’t much
continuity from visit to visit. The rewards here are seeing the
patient who has a good day compared to last visit, and seeing
how much joy the dogs bring to their day.

The important part is taking a look at the situation and seeing if
it's a venue that works well for your dog’s temperament, and your
own comfort level. If you are not sure about a facility, see if there
are therapy dogs there already, and ask if you can watch them
work, (without your dog). This will allow you to ascertain if this is
an environment in which you are comfortable, and to get a sense
of whether it might work for your dog as well.

Training for therapy dog work:

Canine Good Citizen training is the place to start, most therapy
dog organization’s tests include the 10 steps of the CGC and
more. There is more to training a good therapy dog than just
walking in a crowd of strangers, sitting nicely for petting, and the
ability to heel, or have a supervised separation from the handler.
Therapy dogs need to be able to work outwards from their han-
dler. The attention-trained formal obedience dog mode is not the
best for therapy dog work. The dog needs to be able to maneu-
ver around to the front of a chair or wheelchair or bedside to
present itself for petting and greeting. We use the command “go
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say hi”; meaning Hawke should move over to the chair or bed for
visiting and sit nicely for petting. The dog needs to be well social-
ized and able to deal with strange equipment, strange noises,
and sometimes strange handling, awkward petting, thumping,
unusual vocalizations. And a therapy dog if working in most nurs-
ing facilities needs a REALLY GOOD “Leave it" command as there
is often food around, on tables, the floors or the patients.

In training a dog to be a therapy dog, definitely work on all the
parts of the CGC, but get out and do much more active socializa-
tion and conditioning than you might think. Go to a busy section
of town and walk up and down the sidewalk. Visit a shopping
center. Visit a public facility where you can use an elevator with
your dog. You may be able to find training classes that include
some familiarization with nursing home equipment such as wheel-
chairs, walkers and IV poles, if not, create the circumstance in
whatever way you can. You may be able to create a field trip to a
nursing home, to see how your dog does once you've gotten some
training in place. Handlers who are currently working with Therapy
Dogs may have a situation where they can invite you and your
dog along as a guest. If you have elderly in the family who may
have a wheelchair, walker or crutches, borrow them, and some
friends to help the dog get used to the equipment.

Your dog doesn’t need to know a lot of tricks to be a therapy dog,
although knowing a few like shake, or waiting to take a cookie off
the back of their paw, or rollover or sit pretty delight those you are
visiting.

Our experiences:

Therapy dog work is one of Hawke’s favorite activities. She ea-
gerly pulls me towards the building; she can’t wait to get to work.
Primarily we volunteer at an Alzheimer’s day care and an Adult
Day care. The environment is a room full of adults where the
dogs go around and meet each person, and then we all do a few
tricks in the center of the room. Hawke and | attend with a few
friends, another Labrador, and an Australian Shepard. At the
Alzheimer’s clinic we go from chair to chair and stop and talk with
each interested person, avoiding those the staff indicates are
either having a bad day or not dog lovers. Some people want to
pet Hawke, some just want to know about her, what her name is,
what kind of dog is she. We ask folks to pick a trick they'd like to
see the dogs do, and we do a lot of shake paw, and sit pretty. We
get all the visiting dogs to line up and we challenge them to wait
for a cookie on their paw, or all roll over together. Then we go
around the room to say our goodbyes. Although most of the pa-
tients don’t remember us from visit to visit, it's very satisfying to
see their faces light up when the dogs arrive, and to watch them
interact with each dog, often telling stories from their own past.

The Adult Day care is a VERY busy place, a huge room with
many, many patients. The first time Hawke and | visited there
with our friends, it was almost a scary experience. The clients
were so glad to see us they rushed the dogs, all talking at once
and reaching for the dogs. The staff was very helpful in getting
folks settled down to small groups, and we took turns visiting with
each group, letting folks pet the dogs, and again answering lots
of questions. | was very proud of Hawke that day; previously she
had only been at the Alzheimer’s clinic and a few nursing home
visits — very quiet scenarios — and a less solid dog would have
cut and run at the approaching hoard of eager clients! Now she
views this as the place to be, where she can show off, get petted
and have a delightful visit.



—Report to the Membership—
The Second AKC Parent Club Conference
October 22 —24, 2004; Cincinnati, Ohio

The second AKC Parent Club Conference was held at the
Kingsgate Marriott Conference Hotel in Cincinnati, Ohio on Octo-
ber 22-24, 2004. Sponsors for the conference were the American
Kennel Club, the IAMS Company and CAR (Companion Animal
Recovery). The AKC Parent Club Committee, after analyzing the
comments from the first Parent Club Conference in 2002, planned
a follow-up stimulating program of seminars and forums for this
event. Parent cubs were invited to send two attendees to cover
the three days of forums and presentations. Bus transportation
to and from the airport, and hotel rooms and meals were all at the
expense of the sponsors. Almost all clubs with recognized breeds
responded. Dudley Millikin, Club Treasurer, and Marianne Foote,
Director, represented the LRC.

DAY ONE: A reception, hosted by the Cincinnati Kennel Club,
opened the formal events on Friday evening. A buffet dinner fol-
lowed. Attendees had their choice of three informal discussion
groups after dinner—one for Club Presidents, another for “dock
and crop” breeds, and the third was a presentation on AKC ef-
forts for Companion Animal Recovery. Message boards were also
set up near the Registration/Information Desk with lists and times
for additional informal discussions groups. The group moderator
determined the subject.

An Electronic and Print Resource Center was also located near
the Registration Desk. Each club representative was invited to
provide samples of print publications and CDs produced by par-
ent clubs for educational and informational purposes. LRC
samples for display included our lllustrated Standard, several
Yearbooks, Working Certificate and Conformation Certificate pam-
phlets, and the AKC breed information insert.

DAY TWO: Following a Welcome session hosted by Pat Laurens,
AKC Delegate Parent Clubs Committee and Conference Chair,
and introductions by the IAMS representatives, the first General
Session opened with a presentation focusing on AKC and Parent
Club Communication. Speakers included Mike Liosis, AKC Direc-
tor of Club Relations; Dennis Sprung, AKC President/CEO; Mari-
Beth O’Neill, AKC Assistant Vice-President Corporate Training
and Development; and Darrell Hayes, AKC Assistant Vice-Presi-
dent Judging Operations. Lynette Saltzman moderated the panel,
Shetland Sheepdog delegate. A Questions and Answer session
followed the presentations.

The second General Session was devoted to Canine Legislation
and Its Importance to Parent Clubs. Speakers included Patti
Strand, AKC Board Member and President of National Animal
Interest Alliance: Dr. James Holt, AKC Federal Government Re-
lations Consultant; and Noreen Baxter, AKC Vice-president Com-
munications. Moderator was once again, Lynette Saltzman and
guestions were encouraged.

Three concurrent smaller sessions followed and club represen-
tatives attended according to their interests or club concerns.
Subjects were:

Judges Education

Financial and Tax Aspects and Issues for Parent Clubs

Rescue for Smaller Clubs

Afternoon sessions were divided into two time segments, so del-
egates could attend more than one session. Subjects discussed
included the following:

The National Specialty
« Aweb-based Show Site Selector has been established
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to help clubs find appropriate specialty sites across the country.
Information is provided by clubs that have used the facilities. Ac-
cess is by club ID and password. (LRC information for two years
has been added to the site.)
Communications

« Electronic Technology

* Print Documents
Rescue for Larger Clubs
Club Education and Mentoring
Performance and Companion Events at the National Specialty
The Health Seminar

Several Informal Evening Meetings followed dinner and the IAMS
Company hosted a presentation about their new Breeders
Website.

DAY THREE: The conference opened with a presentation by Dr.
Carmen Battaglia on Companion Animal Recovery (CAR). CAR
and AKC hope to encourage more canine microchipping by pro-
viding the product and service at a reduced rate for breeders.
The morning General Session covered AKC Discipline with an
overview of the Compliance Division programs and procedures;
inspections, DNA and discipline; and a review of Event Commit-
tee procedures. To encourage more DNA profiling, DNA kits are
available at a reduced rate at club events.

Club delegates were offered three more small sessions to select
from before lunch and departure for home:

Parent Club legal Problems and How to Deal with Them

Breed Standards

Public Relations and Relations with the Public

All attendees received an alphabetical list of participants and
American Kennel Club contacts for future reference, conference
binders, as well as a set of business cards for help in information
sharing. Attendees will also receive a CD of all sessions. In addi-
tion, AKC Parent club Conference delegates have access to an
e-mail list that facilitates sharing information. There are currently
361 members on the list and more than 3,091 posts to the list.

The second AKC Parent Club Conference was deemed an un-
mitigated success by attendees and the benefits continue to be
evident. A third conference is planned in three years—2007.
Marianne Foote

LRC Delegate

AKC Parent Club Conference

Important points for LRC to consider:
» Update officers annually—send to event plans in North Carolina
Officers
Delegate
Breeder Referral
Show Chair
Judges’ Education Coordinator
» Event approval forms available on line
« Develop a capability to conduct club business via the Internet or
tele-conferencing.(sample forms for Secretary to document busi-
ness available)
« Archive major publications and catalogs with AKC Archivists, as
well as send copies to the AKC Library
» Trademark logo
» Send AKC a list of Judges attending Study Groups; update Mentor
List
« Establish a mission statement for the web site
» Appoint Breeders’ Education Coordinator to work with the
Judges’ Education Coordinator to develop an overall program
targeted at each group



National Raffle & Auction
Items Needed

The LRC, Inc. is committed to identifying and when pos-
sible eliminating genetic disorders affecting our breed.
Clearly the Labrador Retriever is the most popular breed
of dog in the U.S. It is up to us, Labrador breeders and
Labrador enthusiasts, to continue to work toward improv-
ing the breed with whom we live and love so very much.

Please consider a generous donation to our fundraising
activities at this year’'s Labrador Retriever Club National
Specialty. Money raised goes directly to research for ge-
netic disorders affecting the Labrador Retriever. Dona-
tions may be sent to:

Robin Anderson, 20 Fairway Drive, Seekonk, MA 02771
email: GrampianLabs@comcast.net

Peggy Lands, 27 Theodore Drive, Leominster, MA
email: nightwindlabs@mindspring.com

Cam Adams, PO Box 226618 East Hill, Southfield, MA
01259 email: camlabs@dreamscape.com

Jen Leitao, 345 Hope Furnace Road, Scituate, Rl 02831
email: jenifur32574@yahoo.com

yes, | will support the fundraising activities at this year’s
LRC, Inc. National Specialty.

| plan to donate:

____l'will be sending my donation in advance (preferred).
____l'will bring my donation to the Specialty.

Name

Address

Phone Email

Value of donation

The AKC , with the encouragement and assistance of
AKC Delegates’Parent Club Committee, have put to-
gether a web site called the
“Show Site Locator” at
http://www.akc.org/sitelocator.

The idea is to make it easier for National Specialties to
find show sites.

.
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QUESTION: What is a switch?

ANSWER: A switch is when a dog puts on a hunt in the area
of one hird, leaves the area and goes into the area of another
bird and hunts the new area. For example: The testis a triple.
The first bird shot is a dead bird, thrown from right to left. Itis
the longest bird, The second bird, also a dead bird, is shorter
and is thrown from left to right, After throwing the bird, gunner
#2 retires, The last bird down is a flyer to your left. It is shot
straight away and is not in the vicinity of the memory birds.
The dog goes to the flyer, finds it and delivers it to the handler
without a problem; the handler opts to go for the shorter bird
(retired) next. The dog goes into the area and makes a couple
of passes in the area. He looks up and sees the long gunner.
He promptly leaves the bird he was hunting and goes to the
long station where he retrieves the bird. This is a classic ex-
ample of a switch.

Just because a dog passes through a mark, it does not consti-
tute a switch unless a hunt is involved.

One of the misconceptions people often make is confusing a
return to an old fall with a switch. While both issues are unde-
sirable, they are different.

Again, using the marking example above, if another handler
ran the test, his dog might also get the flyer OK and then suc-
cessfully complete the retrieve of one of the memory birds. If,
when sent for his last retrieve, the dog could not find the re-
maining bird and returned to hunt the area of the bird he had
just picked up, he would have been said to return to an old fall.
Since there would not be a bird there for him to pick up, it
could not be ruled as a switch.

In Field Trial Rules and Standard Procedures for Retrievers it
states on Page 54, under Serious faults (which conduct justi-
fies elimination from the stake):

#5 "Switching birds” i.e. giving up after a hunt in the area of a
fall for one bird and going to and hunting “the area” of another
“fall,” or dropping the bird being retrieved and picking up an-
other.

#15 Returning to the area of an old marked fall and hunting.

Although these issues sound very basic, there is still “judg-
ment” involved. What constitutes a hunt? In the case of a
wipeout bird, a “momma and a papa” (two retrieves of one gun
station) or in the scenario of very a tight bird, for example,
there could be judgment involved regarding overlapping ar-
eas of hunt. Of course, the judge’s decisions in these circum-
stances determine whether or not the dog will be called back.

If you've just run a test with your dog and went home
wondering why the judge made a certain call, then this is
YOUR opportunity to question the decision. Email your
guestions to the editorial staff:

newsletter@thelabradorclub.com
Your question and an answer from the LRC newsletter staff
of judges will appear in future columns.



Camping
Want to camp near the ocean in Rhode Island - check out this web site http://www.southcountyri.com/camping.cfm

Camping Areas and RV Parks located no further than 10 miles from an 1-95 exit are listed below. These listing run north to south.
Individual exits show intersecting routes and cities and towns accessible from that exit. (you can find any of these camp ground
sites on the web)

Oak Embers
Exit 5A/B (14) - Rl 102, North Kingston, Foster (1/2 mile SE on RI 102, 1mi south on US 1, west 5.5 miles on RI 165, north 2
miles on Escoheag Hill Road)

Greenwood Hill Family Campground Exit 3A/B (8) - RI 138, Kingston, Wyoming (4 miles west on Rl 138)

Whispering Pines Campground Exit 2 (5) - Hope Valley, Alton (1/2 mile west to Route 3, 1/2 mile north on
Route 3, 1/2 mile west on RI 138, 1/2 mile north on Saw Mill Road)

Frontier Camper Park Exit 1 (1) - RI 3, Hopkinton, Westerly
180 Maxson Hill Road, Ashaway, Rl 02804 (About 35 minutes from show site)

Frontier Family Camper Resort (1/4 mile south on RI 3, 1/4 mile east on Frontier Road, 1/4 mile north on Maxson Hill Road)
Campground Description

50 WI/E sites. 60 Tent sites. Swimming pool, Playground, Vollyball, Flush toilets, Showers and dumping stations, Pets welcome.
Nearby Attractions

Mystic Ct. Beaches, antiques. Golf Courses, Foxwoods Casino.

Directions: Rhode Island I-95 exit 1, 600 ft. South on Rt. 3, Left on Frontier Rd.,Follow Camping signs.

Phone: 1-401-377-4510

Charlestown Breachway, Charlestown, RI. This is right on the shore. Phone: 401-364-7000.
Accommodates 75 self-contained campers.

Connecticut Highland Orchards Resort Park Exit 92 (108) - CT 2, CT 49, North Stonington, Pawcatuck (1/4 mile north on CT 2, 1
mile northeast on service Road, 1/4 mile north on CT 49) (about 40 minutes from show site)

Exit 90 (101) - CT 27, Mystic Aquarium, Mystic SeaportSeaport Campground (1.5 miles north on CT 27, 1/2 mile east on CT 184)
(about 50 minutes from show site)

In Memory of
Shamrock Acres Holly O’'Day, WC
“Holly”

Nov. 17, 1989 - April 22, 2005

| feel blessed having shared 15 years with my chocolate Lab, Holly.
She was a great retriever and a great friend. She never had pups of
her own, but took on the job of being Mom to every other puppy we
brought home. She would show them the “ropes” - where the toys and
cookies were kept, and the best spots to take a nap, either in the house
or the yard. She also kept everyone (including the boys) in line with a
quick bark or soft growl. Although she was our smallest Lab, she ruled
the roost.

Thank you Sally for a wonderful companion on my life’s journey.

Celeste Smith
Cloud Dancer Labs
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Rhode Island Area Services

Name Location Phone Pets!
Lodging
Crowne Plaza Hotel at the Crossings 801 Greenwich Ave

Warwick, Rl 02886 (401) 732-0261 yes
Days Inn 101 New London Ave

Cranston, RI 02920 (401) 942-4200 yes
Holiday Inn Express & Suites 901 Jefferson Blvd

Warwick,Rhode Island 02886 401-736-5000 yes

There is a $50 refundable pet deposit.

When making an online reservation, just type the following in the Comments section on the reservation form: “I am bringing my
dog.”

Sheraton Providence Airport Hotel 1850 Post Road,Warwick,Rhode Island 02886
Dogs up to 80 pounds are allowed.

There is a $25 one time per stay pet fee. 401-738-4000

888-625-5144 yes
Motel 6 20 Jefferson Boulevard, Warwick,Rhode Island 2888 yes
One well-behaved family pet per room. 401-467-9800
Guest must notify front desk upon arrival. 800-466-8356

Guest is liable for any damages.
In consideration of all guests, pets
must never be left unattended in the guest rooms.

Current Pet Friendly Destination Web Site:  http://www.tripswithpets.com/city.asp?dest=RI&city=Warwick

Transportation

Crowne Plaza Courtesy Van From TF Green Airport to the hotel
Area Train/Subway Information Amtrack * Subway Station Name: Amtrack * Train Station Distance 12 Ml
Taxi Fee $20.00

Avis Warwick and Boston Airports (800)831-2847

Alamo Warwick and Boston Airports (800)462-5266

Budget Warwick and Boston Airports (800)527-0700

Dollar Warwick and Boston Airports (800)800-4000
Enterprise Warwick and Boston Airports (800)325-8007

Hertz Warwick and Boston Airports (800)654-3131

National Warwick and Boston Airports (800)227-7368

Thrifty Warwick and Boston Airports (800)367-2277

Vet Clinics (24 Hours)
Ocean State Veterinary Specialists http://www.osvs.net/map/map2.htm
1480 South County Trail, East Greenwich, Rl 02818 phone: (401) 886-OSVS (6787) fax: (401) 886-8998

Ocean State Veterinary Specialists is a state-of-the-art facility providing 24-hour emergency care and specialty services for
companion animals. The hospital is staffed by experienced emergency clinicians and specialists in the areas of internal medicine,
surgery, radiology, critical care, dermatology, and exotic animal medicine. The hospital is dedicated to providing the highest level
of veterinary care to our patients in an atmosphere of compassion and excellence. OSVS is also an educational center, providing
advanced training for veterinarians, veterinary students, and veterinary technicians.

Warwick Animal Hospital 1950 EImwood Avenue, Warwick, Rl 02888 http://www.vetcor.com/warwick/ for driving directions
Hours:

Mon: 8:00am - Midnight; Tue: 8:00am - Midnight; Wed: 8:00am - Midnight; Thu:  8:00am - Midnight

Fri:  8:00am - Midnight; Sat:  8:00am - 8:00pm; Sun: 8:00am - 8:00pm

After Hours Emergencies:

Although emergencies are not admitted after midnight, (or 8pm weekends & holidays), trained staff will be on the premises at all
times to monitor our hospitalized pets. 401-785-2222
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Rhode Island Area Attractions

Newport, Beaches (15 MI/ 24.14 KM)
Shopping Malls (1 M1/ 1.61 KM)

http://www rifamilyguide.com/shopping.html
Downtown Providence (8 MI/ 12.87 KM)
Mystic Seaport and Vlllage/Foxwoods Casino (38
MI/ 61.15 KM)

http://www .mysticseaport.org/

http://www .foxwoods.com/

Rodger W illiams Park Zoo (8 MI/ 12.87 KM)
http://www .rogerwilliamsp arkzoo.org/
Lincoln Greyhound Park (12 MI/ 19.31 KM)
http://www .rogerwilliamsp arkzoo.org/

Down City Providence (8 MI/ 12.87 KM)
Providence Place Mall (10 MI/ 16.09 KM)
http://www .providenceplace.com/

Providence Performing Arts Center (9 MI)
http://www .ppacri.org/

Trinity Repertory Theater (9 Ml/ 14.48 KM)
http://www _trinityrep.com/

Garden City Shopping Center (4 Ml/ 6.44 KM)
http://www .gardencityshoppingctr .com/
Providence Amtrak S tation (10 MI/ 16.09 KM)
Rhode Island Out doors/Beaches/Camping (25 Ml)
http://www.rifamilyguide.com/outdoorfun.html

Web Sites for Rhode Island Information

.

The Labrador Retriever Club, Inc. would like to offer a full set of LRC

Official RI T ourism W eb Site:
http://www .visitrhodeisland.com
Warwick, Rl web site:

http://www .warwickri.com

Newport Rl web site

http://www .gonewport.com/

Rhose Island Roads On-line Magazine
http://riroads.com/links/tourism.htm

Visit New England On Line (Rhode Island)
http://www .visitri.com

RITourism.cfm

More Rhode Island Information
http://www rilin.st ate.ri.us/oceanst ate/
oshunste.html

Providence, Rhode Island web site:
http://www .providenceri.com/

TF Green Airport, Providence, Rl web site:
http://www .pvdairport.com/

Area Weather W eb Site:

http://www .wunderground.com/US/RI/
Providence.html

Waterfire Program

http://www .waterfire.org/

RI Family Guide

http://www rifamilyguide.com

Rhode Island Area Museums

° Governor Henry Lippitt House
199 Hope St, Providence 02906 « 401-453-0688

This 1865 Renaissance-style mansion is furnished with
authentic period pieces, making a tour of the house like a trip
back to high-Victorian days. Architectural details abound, and
the interior decor features hand-carved woodwork, intricate
stenciling, elaborate chandeliers, and stained glass windows.
Named a National Historic Landmark in 1976. Definitely worth a
visit.

4 Providence Children’s Museum
100 South St, Providence 02903 » 401-273-5437

If you're traveling with children, or know someone in the area
that has some you could “borrow,” then you must get to the
Providence Children’s Museum. Designed for kids and their
adults to enjoy together, the museum features hands-on art,
science, health, and history exhibits, workshops, and special
events. Call ahead to see what events are scheduled during
your Providence visit.

° Rhode Island School of Desigh Museum
224 Benefit St, Providence 02903 ¢ 401-454-6500

The variety of art exhibited at the Rhode Island School of
Design Museum is truly stunning. From ancient Roman
sculpture to modern painting and graphic design, the 45
galleries cover virtually every genre of art imaginable. Exhibit
highlights include the popular 19th century French galleries,
where you'll see works by Rodin, Matisse, Manet, Delacroix,
Cezanne, and Monet. The early Greek and Roman galleries
display ancient sculpture, coins, and frescoes. The museum’s
permanent collection includes over 15,000 costumes and
textiles, and over 18,000 drawings and paintings.

° Woods-Gerry Mansion

62 Prospect St

Rhode Island School of Design,
Providence 02840 « 401-454-6141

Housed in an 1860 mansion designed by Richard Upjohn, the
Woods-Gerry Gallery is devoted exclusively to exhibiting the art
of RISD students and faculty. Frequently changing exhibits
spotlight works from different departments, such as Graphic
Design, Textiles, Glass, Architecture, Painting, Photography,
and Sculpture.

Attention All Regional Clubs Raffle Chairs

Yearbooks (10 volumes of historical dat a valued

at $150.00) and one matted wildlife print (courtesy of Fred and Sue Kampo) to any regional club raffle chair requesting
a donation. Please cont act Carolyn T remer at:
Carolyn T remer
750 Shallot Circle , Lafayette, CO 80026
(303) 666-8054 Home 1-800-821-0426 Work
e-mail: H20dog@msn.com




The Judges Selection
Committee
welcomes names
submitted by
anyone who would
like to
nominate a judge for

the
National S pecialty in
2006, & 2007.
Email Nina Mann with
your
suggestions at:
harbortoplabs@cs.com

Comments?
Questions?
Submissions?
Letters to the Editor may be
sent to:
newsletter
@thelabradorclub.com

The Labrador Retriever Club
2005 National Cat alog
Advertising

New This Year!
Advertise your web site in the
LRC National Catalogue
for the same price as a
Business Card ad for only $20!

For Example:

Lunch Time Labradors
Home of
CH Peanut Butter & Jelly Sandwich
www.lunchtimelabs.com

email Dotte David
longdown205@aol.com
to place your web site ad

Web Sites to Explore
Retrievers of Russia: http://www.retriever.ru/english/eng_index.htm

Interesting articles to read
http://www.thedogplace.com/library/articles140.htm
http://www.merckvetmanual.com/mvm/index.jsp
http://www.animallaw.info/

Learn about pet allergies and how to prevent them.
http://www.furkidnews.com/

Shopping?
www.plushpuppy.net
www, mackenziebelts.com

Raffle Raffle Raffle Raffle

How can there be a Raffle that
Everyone W ins?

This question is asked many times, reminding us that not everyone under-
stands the idea and purpose of this yearly event.

The “Everyone Wins Raffle” came about as an opportunity to raise money for
research into genetic diseases effecting our Labradors. It represents a cause
that Labrador owners, breeders, exhibitors, and specialty clubs can all rally
around: the fight against the hereditary problems that plague our breed. Since
its inception, this project has funneled thousands of dollars into genetic re-
search programs directly related to the Labrador. It was originally conceived
by us as a chance for specialty clubs to show their support for this cause by
donating higher ticket items that would be of great interest and appeal to
exhibitors and guests at the LRC National.

Every local specialty club is encouraged to participate, and raffle items can
include things of local or geographical character, collections of items, money,
or anything with general appeal to encourage ticket purchases. Of course,
donations from individuals are also more than welcome! Each club & indi-
vidual donation will be displayed and acknowledged at the show, encourag-
ing a little “healthy”

competition in this

fundraiser.

Now is the time to be-
gin budgeting and
shopping for your raffle
items, and asking club
members to transport
them to the National in
October. We hear that
there’s more than qua-
hogs in Rhode Island;
in fact, there is the LRC
National and the “Ev-
eryone Wins Raffle.”

When the fair winds blow and our donations are caught in the luffing sails on
the Bay, the money raised is collected like fresh water at sea, yielding the
wonderful result of boosting research into the genetic health of our breed so
that indeed, “everyone wins!”

Other questions about the raffle?
Email Robin Anderson at grampianlabs@comcast.net




The Labrador Retriever Club
Loses a Member and Friend

Stonington, CT - Nancy Lauder Baker, 76, of 161 Wamphassuc
Road, Stonington, passed away at home Monday, March 14, 2005
surrounded by her family and beloved dogs. She succumbed af-
ter a determined two year fight against cancer.

She was born Nov. 5, 1928, in New York City, the daughter of
Edwin G. LauderJr. and Ethel Albee Vigouroux. She attended Palm
Beach Day School, AshleyHall in Charleston, S.C., and gradu-
ated from Hollins College in Roanoke,Va., with a bachelor of arts
degree in philosophy and religion.

She was married to Lt. Charles T. Baker at the Old Post Chapel
at Ft. Sill,Okla., in 1950 and accompanied him on assignment to
southern Germany where she gave birth to two of her three chil-
dren at the 98th Army Hospital inMunich. After returning to the
U.S., the family settled in West Hartford in1954 where she gave
birth to her third child and remained there until 1980
when they moved to Stonington.

Nancy first owned Labrador Retrievers in 1954 and by 1978 had
become actively involved in breeding and training them. Over the
years, she earned some 30 AKC titles, including all three levels
in both obedience and hunting retriever tests. She also judged
extensively at all three levels in both categories of tests. She was
known for her extensive knowledge of breeding,
handling and judging, as well as for her generosity in helping
others trying to improve their dog handling skills. She was a mem-
ber of Yankee Waterfowler's Hunting Retrieve Club, Labrador
Retriever Club, Inc., Labrador Retriever Club of Greater Boston,
Pawcatuck River Labrador Retriever Club, and St. Hubert Kennel
Club.

She is survived by her husband of almost 55 years and by her
three children, Anne B. Lewis, and her husband, Bryan, of Hebron,
Charles T. Baker Jr., and his wife, Carol, of Deering, N.H., and
Edwin L. Baker, of Honolulu, Hawaii. She was blessed with two
grandchildren from each child, Tom and Paul Lewis, of Hebron,
Cedric and Chandler Baker, of Deering, and Kelsey and Shea
Baker, of Honolulu.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to Labrador Retriever
Rescue, Inc. (LRR, Inc.), Box 77, Hamilton, MA 01936 or to Hos-
pice of Southeastern Connecticut, Inc., P.O. Box 902, Uncasville,
CT 06382-0902.

Published in ‘The Day’ on 3/22/2005.

Three chapters in Braund’s Clinical Neurology in
Small Animals: Localization, Diagnosis and Treat-
ment (C.H. Vite - Editor) have been updated.

— Inflammatory Diseases of the Central Nervous
System

— Neoplasia of the Nervous System

— Myopathic Disorders

to view these new publications visit IVIS free at
http://www.ivis.org/new.asp

CANINE HEALTH ONLINE

Join a free Q & A forum with canine health experts!
Log on directly to

www.caninehealthonline.org and click on the options
to register; suggest a topic, scan the forum schedule,
search the archives, or review FAQ’s. Or start your
visit at the AKC/CHC home page, www.akcchf.org,
and click on the CanineHealthOnline logo on the
center of the screen. Canine Health Online is
generously sponsored by Nestle Purina PetCare

The Labrador Retriever Club
2005 National Cat alog Advertising

Use this opportunity to showcase your dogs, your kennel
or retriever related products. This is your opportunity to
be seen where it counts, at the 2005 LRC National.

o Inside Front Cover
(includes one photo andcatalog) $90.00
o Inside Back Cover
(includes one photo andcatalog) $90.00
o Full Page
(includes one photo & catalog) $60.00
o Facing page to Full Page for the same advertiser
(only $40 more) $100.00
o Half page
(no photo) $35.00
o Quarter page-Business card
(no photo) $20.00
o Your Web Site (url) Business card sized ad

(no photo) $20

The advertiser must furnish copy. No artwork will be attempted.
LRC reserves the right to edit ads as necessary. All ads and
labeled photos will be returned at the National Specialty. Black &
white photos are preferred. “Camera Ready” (halftone) ads only,
or ads may be submitted on disk. Self-designed ads should be
formatted to fit within the 4 1/2" x 7 3/8" copy area. Send only
ORIGINAL photos, no copies. Fees for typesetting are additional.
If you will not be attending the National and want your photos
returned, please enclose a stamped self-addressed envelope.
All copy for ads should be typed to avoid errors.

ALL COPY FOR ADS MUST BE TYPED
TO AVOID ERRORS

Please put name and address on all photos. Catalog ad-
vertising deadline is August 30, 2005 . Ads are being ac-
cepted now. Please make checks payable to LRC, Inc.
Checks must accompany ads. Please mail to:

Dotte David
2005 LRC Nat'l Specialty Events Catalog Advertising
P.O. Box 1440
Land O’Lakes, FL 34639
(813) 996-7690
e-mail: longdown205@aol.com



Please welcome

Rachel Peebles, DVM

to the LRC Newsletter

team. Rachel has been

invited to contribute a
quarterly column of interest to the membership of the LRC. Please
feel free to email Rachel with topics you'd like to see her address
in future columns: rpeeples@planters.net

Puppy S trangles —
what is it, how do puppies get it,
and how is it treated?

by Rachel Peeples, DVM

Puppy strangles in the loose sense refers to any condition in which
the lymph nodes in the neck become severely swollen and often
abscessed. Any infection, particularly bacterial infections, of the
respiratory tract, head and neck, ears, or mouth can lead to this
condition. Transmission and treatment depends on the type of
infection.

Puppy strangles in the strict sense aka juvenile cellulitis is a con-
dition where the puppy runs a very high fever, has markedly swol-
len lymph nodes in the neck (and sometimes elsewhere on the
body), deep and severe skin infection, loss of appetite, and de-
pression. If severe enough or left untreated it can be fatal. Unfor-
tunately, to date no definitive cause for this condition has been
discovered. The most prevalent theory is that it is some form of
auto-immune disease with secondary bacterial infection(s). This
theory is supported by the fact that without medication to sup-
press the immune system (most often glucocorticoids like pred-
nisone) the condition worsens, fails to resolve, or recurs. Treat-
ment consists of high levels of antibiotics, high levels of immuno-
suppressive medication, topical medication for the skin infection,
and supportive care in the form of anti-pyretics (treat the fever),
fluids, and general nursing care. Since the cause is not known,
definite means of prevention are not understood. Since an auto-
immune cause is highly suspect at this time, it is not recommended
that affected puppies be bred.

LabMed Quilt Coming to New England!
LABMED was founded to provide emergency monies to offset
expenses incurred in the medical treatment of abandoned and/or
injured Labrador Retrievers in need of rescue (http://
www.labmed.org/ss_main.html). Some of you may have met
Buddy, the dog who started it all, at the LabMed booth at shows.
His story, guaranteed to warm your heart, and raffle tickets for
the 2005 LabMed raffle quilt can be found on the web at
www.LabMed.org. The raffle quilt project started in 2000. The
drawing for this year’s quilt is November 6, 2005. Tickets ($5)
can be found on the website, at some specialities (THE 2005
NATIONAL), from LabMed board members, and from the LabMed
quilters. LabMed’s address is:LABMEDInc., 3941 Legacy Drive,
Suite 204, #A1 15, Plano, TX 75023

Bone Cancer S tudy Needs Samples
The Broad Institute at Harvard and MIT finished sequencing the
dog genome. They are now using the genome
map to find the genetic links for cancer, diabetes and epilepsy.

They are currently collecting DNA from all dog breeds. They are
also doing a bone cancer study and they are looking for blood
samples or cheek swabs from Rottweilers, Greyhounds,
Leonbergers, Great Danes, Saint Bernards, Mastiffs, Bullmas-
tiffs, Labrador Retrievers, Irish Wolf Hounds, Rhodesian Ridge-
backs, Golden Retrievers, Newfoundlands and Scottish Deer-
hounds.

They are looking for samples from sick and healthy dogs,
especaillythose 8 years or older. AKC numbers or pedigree
information would also be greatly appreciated.

For more info please see www.broad.mit.edu/mammals/dog or
www.broad.mit.edu/mammals/dog/vet_info.html.

Please feel free to cross post.

Lise O’Neill, Volhard List Moderator

Virtues and Flaws

Ms Earl, whose initial breed is Pembroke Welsh Corgis, is ap-
proved by the AKC to judge Conformation and Junior Show-
manship. This article appeared on the internet, July 4, 2001.
Our thanks to Ms. Earl for allowing us to reprint these interest-
ing comments

Perhaps it is my “mantra” which | know I've sent to the list
before: The absence of flaws does not indicate the presence
of virtues. And the reverse is also true: The presence of vir-
tues does not indicate the absence of flaws. This latter is some-
thing | remind folks who comment on such things as “how could
you have put up that Pem Corgi with the ears set somewhat
low???” and my response is “I didn’t put her up for her lowset
ears. She won on her outstanding virtues of overall wonderful
type, correct length, beautiful feminine head of correct propor-
tion, short hocks, clean movement all around, solid topline,
correct coat, wonderful temperament, soundness and balance.”
And that is why it's so important to concentrate on the breed
virtues, the hallmarks of the breed. The small flaws we might
always have with us; there’s no guarantee that we can retain
the truly important and valuable traits which make a breed
unique. That is the ultimate danger in reqarding the so-called
generic dog who lacks “obvious” faults (doesn’t mean that there
aren’'t some!) but who also lacks the defining breed virtues.

Discussion Invited”.
Dogjudge@onramp113.org
Leslie Earl (AKC 5428)
July 4, 2001



ing effective June 1, 2005. Fifteen minutes before the class starts, the judge will have the steward or him/herself walk the pattern
( that was usually done right before the first dog went in) and then allow the exhibitors a chance to walk into the ring (without a
dog) and walk it themselves. The judge is also available during those 15 minutes to answer questions. Judges don'’t breathe
fire! Judges want you to succeed, they want you to have a good time showing your dog, and they do feel badly when a routine
goes all downhill. Remember that judges were all, and many still are, exhibitors. They still get butterflies in their stomachs and
their dogs don’t always perform their best.

Novice is the foundation—agive it the time and intensity of training that it deserves. While it may be nice to get the high in trial
ribbon or first in your class the big thing to remember is that the time you and your dog spend training together will form a bond
that few people can achieve.

In our competive quest, we all seem to focus on the perfect 200 (rarely given or seen) or high in trial or even one of the top 4
placements. A score of 170 is nothing to look down at. In the opinion of the judge, you and your dog worked as a team and are
deserving of a leg and deserving of the title. The certificate received from AKC just has your title, not your scores, high or not so
high. So go enjoy training with your dog and developing that special bond. And............ maybe I'll see you in the ring.

The Labrador Retriever Club
2005 National S pecialty Photo Contest

A fun event for exhibitors to share photos of their Labradors and allow those that cannot come to the specialty to participate in a
small way.

Categories:

1) Labradors Working 5) Labrador Portraits

2) Labradors and Friends 6.) Junior Photographers (Ages 6 to 12)
3) Labrador Puppies 7) Junior Photographers (Ages 13 to 16)
4) Labradors Having Fun

All photographs must be mounted on poster board or mat board. Do not send framed photographs. Photos may be any size, but
total size, including mat, may not exceed 11 X 14. Do not put name, title, caption, or any identifying marks on the front of the
photograph.

Photographs must be the original work of the entrant and must not have been exhibited prior to this show. The contest is open to
amateur photographers only. Judging will be based on the visual and technical quality of the photograph, its originality, and
relationship to the category. Photos may be in either color or black and white and will be judged separately. Computer manipulated
photos will not be judged.

Please do not send non-replaceable photographs. We are not responsible for loss or damaged photos. Please include a self
addressed stamped envelope with the correct postage and your photos will be returned after the specialty.

Ribbon Awards Each Category:
1st, 2nd 34 and Honorable Mention (Color). 1st, 2nd 3 and Honorable Mention (Black & White)

Best in Show - Color Best in Show — Black & White Best in Show — Junior

Best in Show winners will also receive a PetEdge gift certificate.

Fees:
$10.00 first photograph, $5.00 each additional entry. There is no limit on the number of entries one may submit. All entry fees will
be donated to the AKC Canine Health Foundation.

Make checks p ayable to : LRC Inc.

Send entries and checks to: Carol A. Stevens, 18 Gladys Road. East Hartford, CT 06118-1717

Entries must be received by:  September 14, 2005

On the back of the photograph please attach a piece of paper with your name, address, phone number, category, and if a Junior
Photographer, please indicate age.

Photo Contest sponsored by: Pawcatuck River Labrador Retriever Club



by Jeanne Charest

So you are ready to enter the world of Competition Obedience.
| can tell you once you get hooked, you are hooked for life!

The first level is known as Novice, and no matter how many
dogs you have put titles on, you always start back at Novice
with a new dog. If you have never put an obedience title on a
dog, then you can enter in Novice A. Once you have titled a
dog, you will always have to compete in Novice B. Both classes
are the same, and while judges are suppose to judge dog and
exhibitor the same way, a little leniency seems to show up in
Novice A. The first title you can receive is called CD (Compan-
ion Dog) and is achieved by getting 3 qualifying legs under 3
separate judges. To get a leg you must get a score of 170 or
better, and more than half of the points of each exercise that
makes up the routine. The routine is divided into heel on lead,
figure eight, stand for examination, heel off lead, and recall.
These are all done individually. Then there are the group sits
and downs.

Novice is all about heeling; there are only two individual exer-
cises, the stand and recall. The group exercises do not involve
heeling. Heeling will also be found in any advanced work, so
heeling is really the foundation for obedience.

Dog in heel position means that the dog’s head to the withers is
in line with the handlers left leg. If the dog is ahead of you, then
it is called forging, if behind it is called lagging. Also, the dog is
suppose to work close enough to you but not interfere. If too
wide then it is called wide, and if it is bumping into you it is
interfering. The dog is suppose to be traveling in the same
direction as you, so if the dog is doing some side winding, you
will get points off. Another common problem is when the judge
calls a “halt” when the dog stops he has to stop in heel position
and sit briskly—those sloppy puppy sits will get you points off.
Judges will ask for a fast pace (running) and a slow pace, a left
turn, an about turn and a right turn, and of course, a couple of
halts. All of this to see how you and your dog are working as a
team.

On the stand for exam, the dog is placed on a stand. It can be
a show pose, but it's not necessary to pose as if in the
copnformation ring. The handler gives the command to stay
and steps out 6 feet in front of the dog and faces the dog. The
judge then touches the dog’s head, withers and rump with one
hand — this is not a breed exam. Then the handler must return
to heel position.

The recall is done by placing the dog on a sit, told to stay, and
the handler goes to the other end of the ring (anywhere from
40-50"), faces the dog and on the judge’s order, calls the dog in.
The dog must come in briskly and sit in front of the handler.
Then on judge’s order to “finish”, the handler then sends the
dog back into heel position.

The group exercises consist of the dogs being off lead once in
place about 4’ apart. On the sit, the dogs are expected to sit for
1 full minute with the handler on the other side of the ring, and

Magaret Wilson and Jeanne Charest have generously of-
fered to alternate as Obedience Contributors in this space.
Look for one of their articles every time your open your
issue of the NEWS.

on the long down, it is 3 minutes.

There are dog errors such as forging and lagging and then
there are handler errors. | will want to go over the majority of
handler errors as they account , many times, for the lower
scores in Novice A.

Avery common error is man-handling. The regulations specifi-
cally say you can “guide” your dog by the collar- that means
slipping your fingers under the collar to get the dog in place.
Using your knees orfeet to push and place the dog will be
marked. Constantly having the dog on a tight leash looking like
you are dragging the dog or holding it back , or adapting your
pace to the dog will eventually result in a non-qualifying score.
Take note of where your hands and forearms are suppose to
be for off lead heeling. If you (or your dog) do not change pace
on the fast or slow, this will be a major deduction (3 points).
Slapping your thigh to encourage the dog is an extra command
and will cost you anywhere from 3-5 points. Hands not held at
your side when you call your dog in on the recall is another 3
points. Very frequent handler error is not leaving the dog’'s
side on the stand for exam from heel position, or returning to
heel position when going back to the dog. And then there is
always the point of returning on the group exercises—oh yes
always in heel position.

You might be discouraged, now, seeing everywhere points can
come off. There is little excuse to handler errors. Becoming
familiar with the rules in general of showing, and in particular
for your class, should eliminate handler errors. They might
crop up only if you are extremely nervous. A dog having a bad
day happens to all of us.

What can you do to earn those coveted legs with the best score
possible? First of all is training, training and more training. For
some dogs, this is easy and for others more of a challenge.
The same is to be said of the handler. If you can, train with
someone who has put titles on their dog(s). They can point out
the handler errors, help you with foot work to make your rou-
tine look natural (which is a must) and not choppy or military in
performance. Once the dog is reliable in the training facility, go
repeat it somewhere else. Dogs become pattern trained and
may “forget” all their knowledge in a new place. If at all pos-
sible attend a few matches. While not giving you any legs, a
well informed judge will point stuff out to you to help your per-
formance. Far better to spend less than $10 at a match then
fork over at least $25 for a show. Don’t make excuses for you
or your dog; it usually boils down that either you or your dog
need to train more. Don't think the judge has it out for you. If
we could, we would qualify each exhibitor, but that would
cheapen the title. Learn the strengths of your dog as well as
your own. Some dogs never do well indoors, others just can’'t
get their nose out of the grass, others need to be on site 3
hours before they are due in the ring and still others will come
out of the crate and turn in a great performance.

AKC has added something new for Novice A exhibitors becom-




"Sall | nto The Ocean Rate ~
Welcome Aboard!"

The Labrador R etriever Club, | nc.

2005 National Specialty Events
October 11 - 17, 2005

Confor mation, O bedience, and Agility
will be on the gr ounds at the H eadquartersN

— Crowne Plaza Hotel

The Crossings, Warwick, Rhode | sland
(3 miles fom the Povidence/Verwick airport)

Special Rom Rate is $119.00 double

($50.00 non-efundable one-time fee for dogs in tham)
Please call the hotel dir ectly for r eservations:
(401) 732-6000
Group nameNThe Labrador R etriev er ClubNfor room discount.
Please keep in mind that this is peak color season in N ew EnglandN
a great time to visit, but hotel r eservations are limited.

Hunt Test, Conformation E valuation and
Working Cer tificate Test at
Peakebrook Farm, Woodstock, Connecticut.

For fur ther information and ev ent details
continue to check this websiteN

www .thelabrador club.com




IThe LRC Needs YOU!

The LRC Editorial Staff are looking for contributors to this newsletter.

Regular and

occasional submissions are welcome. You'll see some new contributors in this issue...hats
off to them! You might have a great idea of something you'd like to see, but in addition,
here are some ideas of what we are looking for:

regional editors/reporters

regional club events

poetry

art

rescue experiences

book reviews/recommended reading

photos

breeder tips that work for you
training tips

health concerns

fiction

therapy dog experiences
interesting web sites

Do you have a treasured friend who just passed after many years of loyalty? Send your memorial, we’ll

print it.

Do you have a brag you want to share? Let us help you share it.
Do you have a favorite Labrador of the past who has influenced your breeding program or training
routines? Share that dog with the rest of the Lab World!

Everyone has experience with some aspect of Lab ownership, so don't be shy.

Send contributions to Robin Anderson at grampianlabs@comcast.net

. Please send them either as an MS WORD

attachment or in the body of your email. Formatting isn’t necessary, and we have crack editors/proof readers, so
don’t worry too much about your spelling!!!! Photos should be in a TIFF or JPG format.

Keep in mind the deadlines ~ the 5th of February, May, August and November.
Thanks in advance for your submissions!

Airport-s-to-Use for the 2005-National
BOS (Boston/-0gan) 62mi
PVD (Previdence).2’mi

LRC Photo Resource Library S

The LRC would like to build a resource library of Labrador ®
Retriever photographs that could be used in a variety of dog :
publications. We have received requests for breed specific o
photos and lack sufficient material to help with this type of ®
request. We would like to ask your help in building this .
library. You may send photographs (hard copy only) of .
Labradors in profile, Labradors with children, head shots, 3/ ®
4, straight-on or action shots. Subjects in pictures should be :
unidentified, but mark them with your name and address. e
Pictures will not be returned. If and when a photograph is to :
be used, you will be asked to sign a release.

If interested, send to:

Faith Hyndman, Buckstone Labrador Retrievers
3672 Concord Road, Doylestown, PA 18901
215-345-6447
http://www.buckstonelabs.com
fhyndman@comcast.net

This project is to supply photos that identify our breed and
show what they do. Since you will be asked to sign a
release, if you change your mind, the photograph will not
be used.

Don’t miss a Single-issue-of the
LRC NEWS!

Please forward any-ehange-of address
information-to_Rebin at
grampianfabs@ecomcast.net
be sure to include your summer/win-
ter addreSses-and dates:

\

-
LRC, Inc. Membership Applications

Membership applications to join the LRC may be
downloaded from the LRC Web Site:
www.thelabradorlcub.com
or requested from the
Membership Coordinator or any Club Director.

Applications should be sent, with two letters of
sponsorship, to the Membership Coordinator:

Cheri Conway
24670 Schaupp Road, Klamath Falls, OR 97603

Applicants are encouraged to review their experience in the
breed as well as consider volunteering their time and talents
in an area appropriate to their experience or profession.

membership applications take up to three months to process

\ J
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If you have two mailing
addresses, one for
summer and another for
winter , please send both
addresses to me with the
dates you are at each
address.

We've had many returned
newsletters and have
nowhere to send them. If
a fellow member mentions
not receiving their
newsletter , please tell
them to cont act Robin at
grampianlabs@comcast.net

Publications Deadline:
5th of February , May,
August and November .
Email your submissions
to:
grampianlabs@comcast.net

SAIL INTO
THE OCEAN STATE!

WELCOME ABOARD !

2005 LRC National S pecialty
Warwick, Rhode Island

information about the 2005 National
can be found inside this issue
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